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CHRISTMAS BIRDCOUNT 1983

by Peter van Kerkoerle

On the 27th of December, 1983, we had our Christmas
Birdcount. The weather was good this year. The temperature
was above freezing, and there was little wind. It was a
perfect birding day. 271 Nanaimo club members showed up,
and this number increased to 25 as 4 Victoria club members
made the effort to help us out.

Mike Shepard brought his boat and the ocean part of
our count circle was done by the Victoria group. They
brought back a large list. A new species on our counts
was a Ruddy Turnstone. As they also spent several hours
walking over the outlying islands, they increased their
large list by a good number of land birds.

Ed and Mary Barraclough were lucky to see 5 Hutton's
Vireos. On most of our counts we miss seeing these little
birds. It is possible that this vireo is becoming more
numerous. I have seen quite a few of them this summer.

Kathy and Rick Ikona had 5 Virginia Rails in Buttertubs
Marsh, but missed the American Bittern. The number of
Trumpeter Swans dipped for the first time in ten years.

This year it was 214, down from 243 last year. American
Wigeon were up at 2008.

Birds of prey showed up well, but not exceptionally
so. The Bald Eagle number of 86 was the highest ever.
We could have done better on owls. No owls were found on
this year's count. Owls often roost in one particular
tree or barn for months on end, so once an owl is found
in such a spot it is wise to check this place on count day.

There wasone more interesting new species on our
count. It was the Black-capped Chickadee seen by Ed Barraclough

at his feeder.

The total number of species on our 1983 count was 109,
and the number of indivuduals was 17,323. This makes it
our second best count. 1977 was our top year with 114
species 17, 610 individuals.
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Thanks goes to all of you who helped make this count
such a success. Special thanks to the 4 Victoria birders
who took the time and effort to help us out. It is surely
appreciated and we hope we will see you again this year.

Additional Note:

Lately a lot of rare and uncommon birds have been
seen in our area and this makes birding very exciting.
Several White-throated Sparrows visited our feeder this
spring. A year ago it was a Tree Sparrow that brightened
the winter with a three month stay. This spring 2 Barred
Owls showed up. 2 mature Golden Eagles and 1 immature
soared overhead this spring. Our pond had a rare guest
when a Green-backed Heron stayed several weeks. A very
shy Mourning Dove showed up during the last week of
August. All of these birds were seen around or from our
house. Other people saw Swainson's Hawk and Ed Barraclough
saw a Great Gray Owl in May next to his garden on top of
a hydro pole. A Green-backed Heron is presently at York
Lake and can be easily spotted. Maybe other birders have
seen a number of interesting species. Please let us hear

from you!
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MEMBERSHIP LIST

Steve % Karen Baillie-Yellow Point Rd,, Ladysmith

Ed & Mary Barraclough-RR 2, Nanaimo--722-2450

Don & Audrey Blood-RR 1, Box 8, Site 60, Lantzville--758-6570
Naida Angelski-RR 2, Site G, Nanaimo--722-2778

Neil & Jean Bourne-1373 Sherwood Dr,, Nanaiom--758-5156
Carruthers Family-265 Needham St,, Nanaimo

Flo & Al Clemens-2217 Mc Cullough Rd,, Nanaimo--758-5037

John Cook & Joanne Wannan-5892 Broadway Drv,, Nanaimo--758-1449
David & Coral Denis-RR 3, Ladysmith--245-3064

Ann Dyer-RR 1, Ladysmith--245-2557

Mrs, Joan Edwards-Box 28, Cedar P.0,, Cedar--722-2905

Bill English-488 Hillcrest Ave,, Nanaimo-=754-5331

Alf Flett-6216 Shoreline Place, Nanaimo-=758-2942

Mrs, Dorothy Gailus-2635-D Departure Bay Rd,, Nanaimo--758-6847
Tom & Louise German-Site D, RR 2, Nanaimo

Kathy Giles-4220 Butternut Dr,, Nanaimo--

Kim Goldberg-106-2550 Departure Bay Rd,, Nanaimo--758-9475
Irma Grew-750 Drake St,,Nanaimo--753-1735

John Golobar-Cassidy--245-2732

Colen Henson-Site SW, RR 4, Nanaimo--753-9573

Don Hermon-186 Doric Ave,, Nanaimo--753-1537

Katherine & Rick Ikona-4136 Orchard Circle, Nanaimo--758-5162
Angus & Gwen Johnston-Box 933, Ladysmith--245-2344

Ken Langelier-1460 Bush St,, Nanaimo--753-1937

Joan Lauingier-Box 2198, Parksville

Mary Makepeace-RR 3 Yellowpoint Rd,, Ladysmith

Emily Moore-503 Chestnut St,, Nanaimo=--754-4624
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Karen Mullen-204-3464 Hillside Ave,, Nanaimo--758-6328

Betty McIsaac-6140 Brickyard Rd,, Nanaimo--758-0970

Ernest Paget-205-2600 Highland Blvd,, Nanaimo--758-8757

Cyril Perry-P.0,Box 117, Lantzville--390-4421

Diane Reeve-Cassidy Mobile Home Park, RR 1, Ladysmith--245-4829
Laura Richards-Site 18-C-2, RR 1, Lantzville--390-2249

Dr, & Mrs, W.E, Ricker-3052 Hammond Bay Rd,, Nanaimo--758-5003
Mrs, Vera Riddel1-260 Stewart Ave,, Nanaimo-=754-2625

Hariet Rueggeberg-3-524 Rosehill St,, Nanaimo-=754=5377

Mrs, Rina Samson-RR 2, Lofthouse Rd,, Nanaimo-=722-2572

Barry & Winnifred Swann-Site Y, RR 3, Nanaimo

Anthony Thompson-c/o Pacific Biological Station, Nanaimo

Dave Thomson & Peggy Sowden-3425 Hammond Bay Rd,, Nanaimo--758-8461
Peter & A‘nneke Van Kerkoerle-Cassidy P.O., Cassidy--245-2530
Randy Wilkes-Site Y1, RR 1, Nanaimo--753-0328

Lynn Wright-Ivor Rd,, RR 2, Site J1, Nanaimo--722-2565

Olive Wyllie-407-225 Cypress St,, Nanaimo

Janet Young-319-450 Stewart Ave,, Nanaimo--753-5963

Dr, S.L. Williams-3008 Hammond Bay Rd,--758-6151

Elaine Waddell-1211 Belford Ave,, Nanaimo--754-2836

Bart Vogelzang-P.0. Box 1057, Duncan:

Mr, & Mrs, Robinson-Box 242, Ladysmith--245-2353

Mrs. P. Rivers-Site 20, Box 18, RR 1, Lantzville--390-4437
May Neveroski-General Delivery, Cassidy--245-3141

Bi11 & Karen McMillan-RR 3, Juriet Rd,, Ladysmith--722-3423

Mrs, I. MacAskie-Box 11, Sitei3, RR1, Lantzville.
Edwin & Brenda Murtsell-6-30 Mt, Benson St,, Nanaimo--753-2677

Verelyn Murphy-2900 Thomas St,, Nanaimo--758-6350
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Jeannette & Rhys Morgan-5030 Hammond Bay Rd,, Nanaimo--758-7963
Mr, & Mrs, B, Merilees-3205 Grantie Park, Nanaimo--758-1801

K, Lyneborg-2302 Rosstown Rd,, Nanaimo--758-3686

Ada Howden-1824 Latimer Rd., Nanaimo--758-5047

Phil Hopewell-Site V, RR 3, Nanaimo--754-3506

Allan Hawryzki-137 Stamp Way, Nanaimo--758-0252

Frank & Jean Garrison-2440 Holyrood Dr,, Nanaimo

Berna Dicks-546 Ruby Cres,, Nanaimo--758-7895

Mike Dempsey & Lorna Donaldson-430 Drake St., Nanaimo--753-7381
Derek Connelly-2425 West 18th Ave,, Vancouver--738-7667

Fred & Dorothy Scofield-RR 1, Cedar Rd,, Ladysmith--245-2798
Marga Olson-Site 01, RR 4, Nanaimo--722-2967

Mr, A.E, Caulfield-2213 Nothfield Rd,, Nanaimo--758-9930

Iona Belous-3527 Falcon Dr,, Nanaimo-=758-2196

Baker Family- P,0, Box 26, Cassidy--245-7342

Chris Anton-990 Campbell St,, Nanaimo--753-1068



