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OUR SPRING PROGRAM

MARCH

M¥ARCH

APRIL

APRIL

APRIL

¢, 1974

22, 1974 - (Priday) MEETING at 6:00 P.H., moom 108, Malaspina College.
Mr, Stan Levereaux, education officer for the Fish and
L/ﬂildlee Branch, will be speaking to us about "Qur Pro-
vincial Fish & Wildlife Branch)s Concern for Naturalists."™

See you there.

23, 1974 - (Saturday) Bird outing to Nanaimo kiver Estuary. We will
be meeting at the Cecar Briage, on the road to Harmac, at
:00 A.M. It should ena about noon.

1974 f(Sunday) Trip to Marshall Farm at Little Qualicum. Meet
“at the Log Cabin, Lortnbrook hizll, at 1:00 P.M.

20, 1974 - (Saturday) Cn this aate we are planning a trip to the
Vancouver Public Aquarium. Please let A, van Kerkoerle
/or L. Kerriage know as soon as possible if you are coming
! in order that arrangemeunts may be made for a group rate.
Illeet at the C.P.it. Ferry aock at 7:30 A.M. and we will
return on the 8:00 P.ii. Salling the same day. heturn
ferry trip will cost $4.0U.

(Priday) KLILTING at 6:00 P.lk., Hoom 108, Nalaspina College.
Kathy Mournce srnd Tom hHutton will be presenting an i1llus-
trated lecture cn the "izrine iife of British Columbia™.
dope you can attercg.

(Sunday) Expecition to Gorcon hiver and Skutz Falls. Heet
at 10:.0 A.il. on tne south side of the Harbour Park parking
lot. 3ring your lunch. Tnis trip should be especiully
rewarding for the pink easter lilies and other wild flowers
to ve seen at this time.

(Priday) Local irip to the late Dr.Berrxeley's Garden. HKeet
at tre Log Cabin, Lorthbrook at 7:90 P.ll. This unique
garcen includes plants from around the world.

i

26, 1974

28, 1974

<

25 ° 1674 - (Saturday & Sunday) Overnight caumping trip to Miracle Beach

JUNE

JULE

Park. This 1s a developed park with campsite facilities,
!nature rouse, and marine beach. There 1s un excellent low
v [ 'tide on this weexeru. rlease let Liarg Kerridge or Aneka
van Kerkoerle know 1T jou can attend beforehund. We will
be leaving the Log Cabin, bhorthbrook at $:00 A.iM. Saturday.

8, 1574 - (Saturday) ahododendron laxe trip. We will be leaving
the Log Cabin at 12:30 P.M. Bring your cameras. Hopefully
this relatively rare speclies of pink rhodedendron should
be at 1ts photogenic best.

9, 1974 - (Sunday) Cur Second Annual Barbeque.- It will be held at
the home of the van Kerkoerle's who have graciously
donated their home for this event. 1t will begin 4:30 P.M.
FPurther details will be sent closer to the event.

(

i | I nobert W. Lero, Lianitoba Lejpt
HERE COI""E ThE NATURALIQTS of Kines, hesources, & Enviro
mental Kanagezent.
Once upon & time the little old lady wita the binoculars aroufd Ler necx
and a sweet penchant for watching Yellow-pellied Sapsuckers was 2 coxic
strip character. But things have changed. That little old lady is now

speaking out with a voice that is heard and listened to.

Not only has the wave of concern for the environment carried her to tke
crest of popular support, but it turms out sue spends more money anrually
on her hobby than do the angler or hunter---both of whom have long been
respected users of the outdoors. Industry has even started using tke
information gathered by nature enthusiasis, turning bits of lore into ways

of protecting the environment—--and thereby all of us.

For instance, when a plane hits a bird, tke plane is in danger. In fact,
bird strikes cause about $2 million worth of damages to planes every year
in Canada alone. A smart industry now makes Uuse of birds of prey trained
by falconers to drive gulls away from airfields, thus reducing the hazards

of bird strikes.

Studies of the natural history of small and economically unimportant fishes
_have led to technigues for assessing stream pollution. records ¢f nesting

success of songbirds have provided an importunt measure of the effects of

pesticides on wildlife.

Yes, naturalists are playing an important role in our way of life. “And
they are starting to recognize that their role is important. A measure of
this was the recent full page membership acvertisement by the Pecderation

of Ontario Naturalists taken in Time magazine.

But while this is important, industry and governments---and indeed, natura

ists themselves---should recognize twd facts: there are an awful lot of

and on the whole they spend more money on their activities
This 1s the sort of thing toat gets attentio

naturalists;
than do hunters and anglers.

How much money do naturalists spend on their hoboy? Soze tentative answer
to this question have been provided by Professor M. Timothy Myres, Biology

Department, University of Calgary.



In 1968 Dr. KEyres published the results of "a sample survey of the expen-
ditures of naturalists™ in the January-February issue of Canadian Audubon
magazine. His study was based on detailed questionaires returned from 35
mezpers of the Calgary Bird Club, listing personal expenses for 1966,
Estinates of expenditures were thought to be conservative "since many of
the most active members of the Club did not contribute to the survey, and
a2 nuaber of the more unusual (and large) expenditures reported were omit-—
ted from the calculations...”

It turns out that "birdwatching and hiking in the wilderness do involve
considerable background expenditures on equipment and supplies, and con-
siderable expenditures on travelling..." Dr. bhyres' survey revealed that
the individual average expenditure per year on equipment and supplies for
the study of natural history was $199. This breaks down to approximately
§312 per year on books, £10 per year on subscriptions, and $4 per year on
bird-feeders and nest boxes---all of which are probably annually recurring
expenses. Only £16 was spent on binoculars and telescopes, on the average,
but the anount spent for photographic equipment was $98, and an additional
$20 was spent on films. Clothes and footwear averaged $14.

3

s e minimum annual figure for travelling expenses was estimated at $168.

%

g

rairie naturalists frequently make long trips to indulge in their hobbies
ut th
trirs were made especizlly during the spring, summer and fall months.

(o

e largest emount of travelling is done locally by car. Local field

1

penditures for local travelling amouated to zoout $114, a large propor-
ticn of the total expenses.

+

In summary, naturalists spend $195 on equipment and supplies, and §168
on travelling expenses———z total average annual expenditure of $367. Accor-
2ing to & survey publisrted in 1967 by L.A. Benson of the Canadian Wildlife
Service, the average amount spent in Canaca in 1961 by all fishermen and
nunters was 3180 per person. The averazge spent by hunters was even less—-
€110 each, of which £50 was spent on equipment, £23 on travel, and $37 on
supplies, and accommodation.

At Tirst glance this seems surprising, but remember that naturalists travel
farther and spend more time in the field.

Their use of the wildlife resource being made over 365 days of the jear
is compared to a relatively restricted pericd for huniing ané Iishing.

Dr. Myres has estimated the number of naturalists in Canada to te =%
least 800,000. On the basis of his figures, Munitoba, witk a populaticn
of about 1,000,000 should contain 40,000 naturalists. Trat's a lot of
people spending a lot of money on their hotby. 1f tnese pecple were crgan
ized, they could provide a major force in Canada. lany perscns interested
in nature, however, don't think of tnemselves as naturalists. Birdwatciers
wildflower protographers, hikers, campers, etc., should realize that they

are naturalists.

According to Dr. Myers, a naturalist 1s: Y...anyone wno obtains pleasure
and interest in being in contact with living things in a natural envircn—
ment, and is gradually adding to his krnowiedge of thea over a period of
time..." By this definition even most sportsmen are also naturalists.

Dr. Myres concludes that in view of the nuzbers of naturalists zac ike
amount of money they spend in pursuit of toeir nooby%...lt would seex
that there are good economic grouncs for a great}y increased expenciture,
particulerly at the Provincial level, on providiag increased opporzuzities
for these ‘'birdwetchers, photographers anc oiner nature lovers' 0 2x;3j
the animals and plants of the Canadian ccuntryside through estaclisiment

of additional parks, reserves znd interpretallon prograns.”

4 national organizetion for naturalists, with directors ant regresentztiive
from across the country has recently been formed-—-wkat was formerl: ke
Canadian Audubon Society is now the (enadian auture Pederation. Heedgusr-
ters are in Ottawa, where it is hoped to exert a strong infliuence on the
Federal government. This national body is also attempting to ccordinate
the efforts of local groups &cross the continent, many 0 wnicn are carry-—

ing out impressive public education programs &ana conservation activiiles.

Wient to become involved? Interested in reacing the latest natura: histcry

news and conservation information?



Looking for an outlet for your nature photos and observations? Anxious
to help protect the natural environment? Then join the movement now by UUR CHRI STMAS BIRD CUUNT Feter van Eerkoerle
supporting one or more of the organizations in this field. They need ) d

you——and you need them! :
Our second Christmas bird count was a success; no doubt about that., The

enthusiasm of the many participating club members and the welcome help
of our friendly neighbour club from Cowichan made this possible. The
weather was good, partly sunny. The only unfavourable factor was the
cold, strong wind which made the small land birds harder to find.

I have been asked, "What happens to our notes?". This is a good guestion.
OQur notes are entered on special forms proviced by the hatiomal Audubon
Society in the U.S.A. There they are computerized and filed. They tker
will become available to schools, universities, ornithologists and otk

>~
I

science people to be used in their particular studies.

I have heard some university graduates scoff at the way our notes Ie
collected--~completely unscientific they say. They wondered bow a
number of amateurs could collect proper fiel@ data useful for scieatific
studies. Some don't even know their bircs. 1 sa)y, the results kave
proven them wrong. It has been the trend of our fast chunging tizes thet
the scientist had to become more and more specislized wilh each cne te-
coming more and more isolated. Many scientlisis nave lost the recessary
contact with others working in closely related fieids of study or 1lost
contact with nature where all basic knowledge cozes froz:.

£

Lately, there is an increasing need for basic field data for maany studies.
Take for instance global studies such as the infiuence of LLT on the envi-
ronment or decline of enimal populations through change of habitat. Here

one scientist cannot do much. This is a tremendous wicde and coxzglicated

fieléd of study. Here thoroughness of scientist and teckrnician are needed.
And here also the amateur might find his place. hecenily he has been =ore
appreciated than ever vefore. He is found to be reliabie, willing to zo

through great discomforts, he is gifted with a lifetime enthusiasz in his
field of interest and very importantly, he will work for nothing and still
feel happy. s




The National Audubon Society has collected enormous amounts of field
data since 13900 and every year there are new naturalists clubs being
formed and new counts made.
to keep the data honest and let rivalry be a thing to wet the appetite

Undoubtedly each club 1s doing its best -

and spur the enthusiasm, but not to destroy the needed accuracy, which
is basic to all useful information.

It should be understood that our area forms only a very small part of
the North American Continent over which the bird counts are held and

our data forms likewise a very tiny bit of information. However; I

believe it was very much worth the effort.

The day ended with a very enjoyable dinner at Dave and Marg Kerridge's

house. I would like to say thanks to everyone involved in making our

count the success 1t was.

CUGUKING

Mollie Byrne

OREGON G ® A P E JELLY

—Simmer "grapes" with minimum amound of water.

—flner they are well cooked you may need to
brezk them up with & potatc masher,

=Strain throu.h cheese cloth or an old nylon
stocking with feet cut off and top knotted
to make a bag is a good strainer.

-Por each cup of liquid use one cup of sugar,
or a bit less 1f preferred.

-Bring to a boil and boil until any standard
"jelling" test is positive,

This is a tart Jelly that can be used on
toast etc., or witkh meat.

CHRISTMAS BIRD

COUNT STATISTICS

SPECLES 1972 1973 SPECIES 1972 1573
l, Common loon 74 16 34. OSharp shinned hawk ¢
2. Aretic loon aE7S 27 35. Cooper's hawk 5 1
3+ Red throasted loon 2 13 36, hed tailed hawk 3 2
4. Red necked grebe 19 25 37. Bald eagle 13 32
5. Horned grebe 20 17 35, karsh hawk 5 1
6. Eared grebe 1 39. Kerlin 5
7. Western grebe 205 905 40U. Am. kestrel I
8. Pied billed grebe 6 41. imuffed grouse 2 2
9. Double crested 20 17 42. hing necked
cormorant pheasant 26 3
10. Brandt's cormorant T 28 43. Am. Coot 26 g5
11. Pelagic cormorant 1C 36 44. Elack oyster c'r 14 2
12. Great blue heron 12 14 45. Killdeer 14 7
13, Trumpeter swan - 23 14 46. Black Turnstone 44 9
14. Canada goose 5 4 47. Common snipe 11 5
15. MNallard 197 160 48. Lumlin SEG
16. Pintail 396 49. Glaucus W. gull 3542 3462
17. Green winged teal 32 71 50s Herring guil 4 i
18. American wigeon 50 616 51. New gull 15 331
19. Ring necked duck 3 38 52. Pigeon guillezot 6
20. Greater scaup 269 53. karoled murrelet 6 [
21. Lesser scaup 155 234 54. Band tailed pigeon 14 11
22. Common goldeneye 65 70 55. nHock dove itz
23. Barrow's goldeneye 9 . 42 56. Skort eared owl 5 3
24. Buffle head g2 230 57. Belted kingfisker 5 [
25. Harlequin duck 20 17 58. Common rec shzfted
26. White W. scoter 23 18 ‘ flicker 20 52
27. Surf scoter 16 142 5Y9. Pileated woodpecker 6 1
28. Black scoter 35 § 6u. Hailry woodpecker i1
29. FEuddy duck 8 61. Lowny woodpecker 1 1
30. Hooded merganser 3 4 62. Steller's jay & z2
31. Common merganser 15 15 63. Common raven i 46
32, ERed Br. merganser 15 27 64. North W. crow 75T 1587
33. Goshawk 1 65. Chestnut backed
chicadee 112 192
8



S2ECI=ES 1972 1973
TS. =fead breasted
nuthatch 2
67. Brown creeper 6 4
68. Winter wren 18 20
£C, BSewick's wren 6 g
7G.. Long billed marsh wren 6 1
71. Azmerican robin 631 840 1972
72, Varied thrush 15 15
73. Goléen crowned 80 species
kinglet 24 e 8,963 individuals
74. HRuby crowned
kinglet 10 25
75. HNorthern skrike 2 1
76. Starling 1133 749
77. House sparrow 35
78. Red winged tlackbird 26 48
75. 3Brewer's blackbird 201
€C. CEvening grosbeak &2 62 1973
81. Purple finch €6 67
g2, House finch 1. 19 55 SHETIER oY, TR0
83, Pine grosbeak 15 13,078 Andlridins
4. Arerican goléfinch 165 n
85, GHed crossbill 26
86. Bufous sided towhee 24 33
7. ZLark eyed junco 1
£€8. Oregen junco 234 428
€C. Wnite crowned Sparrow 1
CJ. Golcen crowned
sparrow 1 L)
91, FPFox sgarrow 12 1:
92. Song SEparrow . 30 43
3, TWooda duck 3
G4, Peregrine falcon 5 8
95, Virginia rail g &
g6. Ring billed gull 1
97. Cozmon murre 10
¢3. Comzmon tushtit 16

Elizabeth F. MacLonald

AN ADMIRAL SIPS [N STYLE

The Red Admiral butterfly - Vanessa atalanta - with its striking wing
bands of red or orange accenting black tips, flecked with white, once
added its colour combination to those of other species, whose graceful

movements become a part of Spring and Summer activities. liow, they toa,
seem to have joined the ranks of disappearing "hkungs" in the Ladder
of Life, and entomologists are guestioning the sStatus of this creature's
existence.

One warm September day, in 1965, I had an interesting experience with
one of these butterflies - as a matter of fact, it was the only one I
had seen that year, while none were sighted the following year.

The insect was flying at the back of the house, landing on surny aress,
where it gentily "fanned"™ the wings up and down, to catch the full benefiz
of the warmirg rays. There is something fascinating about the deliberate
manner in which butterflies move their wings = so unhurried, so

rythmically.

I dampened a finger, spread some brown sugar along it znd carefully
approached the butterfly with the ready-made sweet. The proboscis was
immediately extended, and I gently touched the legs, causing tre creature
to climb upon the finger, as it moved away from this unknown contzct.

It was quite interesting to watch the insect absorb the rectar. The tip
of the proboscis, which was ¢f a reddish hue, was not pointed s :
down, like the stinger of a mosquitoe, for example, but was laié alcng
the finger in a curve, somewhat reminiscent of a hockey stick. In this
manner, the liquid was tazken up - I think butterflies were the first
inventors of the drinking straw! Many times, the curved tip swept back
and forth in search of more nectar. I stood for some minutes with hinm
balanced on the finger, then made a small pool of sugar and water on the
table and gently lowered the finger tip intoc the fresh solution. After
it had fed for about 15 minutes, I tried to incuce the butterfly to lezve
the finger and settle onto the table, but it flew off. By that time, its
"sufficiently must have been sufficed" - quite frankly, I was glad to
change my position!

10



Luring the period the butterfly fed, I was greatly intrigued by the hairy
covering along It had a fur-like
aprpearance and the similarity was heightened by the gentle breeze which
constantly ruffled its surface.

the lower thorax, above the legs.

Tkis was certainly one way of making the casual acquaintance of an

Adziral - who professed no formal relationship with any navy!

IN MEMORIAM

Mr. CLiff ',mson of
the;ﬁ??@ifﬁﬁsbu h in the province
of British Columbia and charter member
of the lNaraimo Listrict Katuralists
will sorrily be missed. His avid inter-
est in photography and the geology and
fossils of the Nanaimo area was apparent
to all May hrs infectious

taiks about the natural history of our

who lnmew nim.

area be rexembered by the school chii-
dren of the Yellow Point region.

Lr. Lewis J. Clark - ie was probably the foremost
authority on B.C. wila flowers. The publication

of his book last Leptember titled "Wild Flowers of
British Columbia® won wicde acclaim and to date

A8 the result of a
lifelong study his book has been describved & suc-
cessful combination of historical background,
folklore, and poetry. Dr. Clark, an avid outdoors-
man, climbed the Matterhorn in Switzerland in

1662 and several peaks in the rockies.

& M}%& 4 WL&/\J a4 /h,é’
[Vaupency ACi;Z;nzf /ﬂﬁ?ﬁ14gdgx~£i

it 'f-j /l !’2“/ ‘73 PRLE ZC:‘? '

kas so0ld over 9,000 copies.

WINTER NOTES

Congratulations to Gordon and Lenise webb.

They are the proud parents of a seven pound
baby boy borm March 13, 1974. He has been

named Christopher.

A youth wing to the Nanaimo District Natur-
alists is now being formed. They now have
two successful field trips under their belt
and are planning an expedition to the west
cdast in the near future, I1f you happen to
know of any young people who might be inter-
ested in participating contact Juanita
Russell, Youth Director.

Signs of Spring - Marg Kerridge has seen

swallows in the Stephenson Pt. area on
March 1Bth---can spring be far behind?

Mollie Byrne would like ts
know if anyone knows cf a
record of Paeonia brownii
being found in the Kanaimo
area. 1f you can help please

contact her.,

1f you haven't yet paid
your 1974 mexztership fees
rececber the; are rnow cue
and payadle to our ciuks
Secretary/Treasurer.

EDITOGRS THANKS

Thanks to Peter M. Press, Editor of ianitoba Neture, for permissior to

reprint the excellent article by notert w. ierd of the Nanitcbta Lepar:i-

ment of Mines, Resources, snd knvironaental ianagement titled 'Here (Cosme

the Naturalists'

and first published in 'Conservaztion Coczent'.

Trankyou

also to Elizabeth F. MacDonald for her interesting sarticle on the Admiral

butterfly.

We hope that we will receilve Iuture articles from you.

Our current membership list obtained from our clubs Secretary/Tressurer

should hopefully serve to facilitate grealer coc—musication beiween =e=bers
for informal field trips during the year in acddition to Deing a gentle
reminder for those of us who have unintentisnally let our meaberships iapse.

In closing, I wish to remind you not to miss reading the list of our
organizations roster of spring meetings and field trips printed on page

1 and happy naturalizing...
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NANAIMO NATURAL HISTOKY SOCILTY
EXECUTIVE OFFICEHS 1973/74

President ¥r. D.C. Kerridge 758-9727
Plant Director Miss M. Byrmne 758-9773
Rock Director Ers. W. Espitalier 756-7606
Mrs. B. Graves 390-4750
Mr. A. Hawryzki 758-9355
Secretary/Treasurer Mrs. M. EKerridge - 756-9727
Youth Lirector Miss J. hussell 350-411U
Bird Tirectors Mr. & Nrs. P. van Kerkoerle 245-2530
Convener Miss E. Waddell 758-7485
MEMBERSHIPS T

There are three types of meaberships available in
the Nanaimo Natural History Society:

£€5.00/year - Family

4.LU/year - Single

2.00/year - Students & 0ld

Age FPensioners

All new memberships and renewals are payable to
the Secretary/Treasurer.

Tke following is a complete list of this years paid up memberships
to date:

¥Yiss Yollie Byrne y 58-9773
¥r. L. Lenis I\ 3049
Xrs. Elaine Loskotch 245-3289
Ers. W. Espitalier 758-760C6
¥r. & lirs. A. Flett 39u-4331
Ers. D. Galius T58-684T
¥rs. Irma Grew
¥r. A. Hzwryzki 756-9155
Mr. & Xrs. G.B5. Helem 468-T7475
¥r. & Mrs. Elvin Isask 245-2G72
¥r. & ¥rs. A. Johnston 245-2344
¥r. & Mrs, L. Xerridge 756-9727
¥r. & ¥rs. 1.T7.C. Larnder 754-2520
¥r. & Mrs. L. Macrae 756-6779
Ers. Helen M. Matheson
Er. & lrs. D, Liounce T54-2460
Mrs. J. Murdoch 7153-2917
¥r. & Mrs. R. Nicks 154-94
Er. J. Petershofer 95, 22;3
Er. & Mrs. H. koy S4-9247
Er. H.J. Russell 390-411u
138 Kathy Toames T53=-14T0
Mr. Ivor Tucker 753-5728
Mr. & Mrs. P. van Kerkoerle 245-2530
¥iszs E. Waddell 758-7485
Krs, Ena Young 13
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