
Publi shed by th e Nanaimo Nat ural H~sto r~j' ~ o ci e ty

General Corres pondence t o : Puoli cat l on Corre spo~ce~ce t o :
Cav i d C. Ke rridge , Pr esi dent hl lan h . riawIJ"Zkl , EC lto r ,
3397 St ephenson Pt . Rd. , 3Jju St eproenson Pt . nc. ,
Nana i mo , B. C. har....l :r.O , B.C .

Vol ume II , Nu~ber 1

(

2

6

7

"1(;

1J

11

12

12

13

Pab e
1

'f,,,,-."' f ;" .
. ;" .'.

NANAI MO DI STRICT NA T URA L I ~ TS

(

OUR SPR ING PROGRAM

OF MEETINGS AND FIELD TRI PS

IS ON PAGE I

OUR SPRING PROGRAM

IIi !,:E:'.!ORI l.J,I

TA B LE O F C ON TEN T 5

WINTER NOTLS

FEATURE ARTICLE:
Here Come the Natu rali s ts - uo bert W. ~ero

NATURE:

Our Chri st~as Bi rdcount - Peter V~~ Ke r~oerle

Oregon Grape Jelly - ~ollie Eyrne

Chri s t~a s Birdco~'t S tat i s t lc s - 1973
hn Ad~iral Si ps i n Style - El i zabe t h F. kac~onal c

EI: ITORI AL

EXECUTI VE OFFICEhS, 1973/74

PAID UP MD~BERSHI P LIST



25&:
26 ' 1574

(

OUR SPR I NG PROGRAM

r.liCii 22 . 1974 - ( ?nciay ) :O!U..TI :iG at 6 :00 P .W. , rio om 10 0 , Ma!QSillna College .
~r . Stan Lev ereaux , e riuc at l ofi of fic e r f or the Fish and

. / 'i i l c l i f e Branch , '0''01. 11 be Gpe:ak1.ng t o us abou t " Our Pr o-
V v m c i a I F1Sh & Wildll.fe brW1ch~s Cou c e rn f or Natur&.lists . "

Se e y ou t he re .

~.:A...:;'C:-! 23 , 19 74 - ( Sa turd ay ) Bi rd outing t o ~;o.r.a~:no rdver- Es t uar-y , We wi ll
be =e e t i ng a t t he Cedar hri obe , on t h e r oa d to Ha~ac r at
~ : ao A .~ . I t should ena . bout n oon .

APRI L 1, 1974 '? ( Sur.c ay ) Trip t o lia r s h <J. l l l' ....rta at Little Qualicum . Me e t
v a t the Log Cabln , Lc r-t hbr-cok L'dl l . a t 1:0 0 P .M.

APRI L 20, 1974 - (Satu~day ) Cn t his aate we are planning a t rip t o the
V~lco~ver Publ i c ~qu ....rl~T. . Pl ea s e l e t A. van Kerkoerl e

; or r,;. Ker-ruoge kno w a s s oar. as po es i bt e if you a r e comi ng
-,t/: an order tr.<>.t a rr-angemeu t e rr.Cl.) be made f or a g r-cup rate •

. u;eet at t he C.P . it . Ferry a ock a t 7:ju A. M. and we will
ret~rn on th e 0 :00 P . ~ . shllinb the same day . he turn
ferry t rip will cos t ~4. 0v .

A?41l ~ 6, 197 4 - (7ri c ll:' ) t: ~~Tn:G a t 6 :CO P .L:. , rioom 108, Malaspina College .
Ka t hy ~: oW". c E;. end 1-0:::1 hu t t on ......lll be pr-e sen t r ng an i.Llus-.
trat ed l ec t l.. :re e n ..!:.e " :,:...rlr.e l.l f e of Br l tl s h Colul!:b i a" .
~o p e JO~ C~~ atte~d.

i..? itI I. 28 , 1974 - ( S u.r. ::1 ~:r ) Expe c i t aon t o Garcon Iuve r- and Sku tz r'alio . L':eet
a t ::"V : ...Q ;., .~: . or. t he so.... th s r de of t he Harbour- Park pa r ki ng
l o t . 3ri ~~ yo~r l~ch . 1~l S trl p s houl d be es peclhl l y
re-.varc l :".€ fOl the ; .lJ;k easter L aLaea en c ot h er ..... r Ld f lo .....er s
t o be s een a t t his tl.C~ .

15 74 - (7ru'ay ) local t r i p t o 'tr.e l <:=.tel:r .nery.e h ) ' s Gar de n . ~eet

V a t, t ce LOb C~b ... n , :.orth:;rook c.. t 7 :..x> P. r.:. 'rtu e un ique
gar-c en rncLude s pI an t s iM:: arounc t he wor -Ic ,

(~a tu rc~a)' is:: uunday ) Overnight cClr.I .tling tnp t o l,~ iracle Beach
Park. I~:9 15 a deve l op ed pur~ wlth ca~ps1te f aci l i t i es ,

i nat ..r-e t.c u c e , and m...r-an e oeacn , Ther e ~ 9 an excellen t low
\, i> l c e on t hr e we eker.c , .£Ileu sE: let I,;arg Ke rn.u b e or Aneka

van Ker .coe r -L e know J.f )OU con at t end be f'o r-enend , we .....ill
be l eav l n& t~e loC Cablr. , ~ orthbrook at ~ :vO A.M. Saturday .

0 , 1974 - ( Sa t u :--:.e.y ) nt'.ododenctron 1.CLi-:E: tri p. We w:..11 be leavir.g
the LOi Cabl.n at 12 :)G P .~ . Bring your camer&.s . Hopefu l l y
t~is r~ lative1y r a r e SP~ Cl~ S of p ir~ rho ci odendr on should
be a t l.ts pnotogenlc bes t .

9 , 19 74 - (Sur.d e.y) Cur Second Ar.nual DiLrbeque . · It wil l be h el d at
t he ho~e of t he van Kelxoe rle 's who have g~ciously

dor:.ated thei r hoeie f or t ha s ever .e , It w1.1l begi n 4:30 P.~ .

Furthe r ce t Ail s will be sent closer t o the event .
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HERE THE r"ATURAL I STS uocer-t. w, t.e r-o , :':or.lt oca l e"~COME 'l of lo:n.es , ae so u r -c es , 6,; Lnv a r -c
oe n t bl Kana€e=e~t .

Once upon a time the litt l e ol d lady Wl.~~ tbe b :..~o c~lars aro~d Le r uec~

an d a swee t penchant for watching Yellow-oellied Sapsuckers w~s a CO~lC

Btrip character . But t hi r:.gs have cc~ged . that li 'ttle old lacy is no~

speaking out wi t h a voi ce tha t is heard ar.d 11stened to .

Not only has t he wave of concern fo r the eMVl.rOr~ent carr i ed h e r to ~Le

cres t of popular support, but i t t urns c uv st.e s pends ac r-e =:on e)" a:.r£uall)

on her hobby than do t he an gler or hunter- - -both of who~ have lo~g bee~

res pec ted use rs of the outdoors . Industr) has even .s t a r t ed using t~e

info~ation gathered by nature en thus iasts , turn1nb bits of l ore i nto Waj' S

of protec t ing the environrnent- --and t he re by all o f us.

For instance , wh en a plane hits a b~d , t~e plane is 1n d~ger. In f a ct,

bi r d strikes cause abou t £2 mil lion worth of damage s to pla:.es eveIj- year

in Can a da alone . A s~art industry now ~akes use of birds of prey tr~i~ e d

by falcor. ers t o dr i v e g~lls away fro~ a~rfie lds , t hu. s reduc~ng t ee ~azarjs

of bird e t rakea ,

Stud ies o f the natural hi s to r y o f s=a1l ar. d econo::licallY .~'"li~port~t f i s c e f

. have led t o techniqu es f or assessing stre~ poll u tlOr. . ~ecords cf c est l ng

success of songbi rds have provided an impo~t~.t ~eaS~re of the e~!ects o f

pesti cides on wi l dl i f e .

Yes , natural i s ts a re pl ayi ng an i c por t bflt r ole in cur- wa;i o f l i f e . ";.:..:i

they are start i ng t o recognize tha t their role l.5 ioportt.nt . h. =e as~re of

this was the rec ent f ull page ~embership aGVertlse~ent by t h e Fede rat lo~

of On t a r i o Naturalists tak en i n Ti~e m8£8Zl.n e •

But whi l e this i s importar~t , i r.du Dtl~ and bov e rr~ents---and 1r.d eec , ~at~r~

i s t s the~se lves---shoul d r ecoeni ze t wo fac t s : t h e r e are ~ awf ul lot of

naturalists i and on the whole they spend ~ore money ~n tee1.r a ct l vi t i es

than do hunters and an glers. This 18 t he sort of th1ng tCht 6e ts a t t en t i o

How much ~oney do natu::-alis ts s pend on the i r hoboy? So: e t eL~a~ive ~s~e r

to this qu estion hav e been provided by ProCessor M. Ti mo thy ~yre s . Bio1ogJ"

Depart~ ent, Un i v e r s i t y of Calgary .
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7h eir u s e of the wildlife r esource bc rng c adc over )65 days o f t:"c ye e r

i s compar-e d to a r-e La t i.ve Ly re s t r i c t ed pe r i c d for hYr.tu.C ~j~ f~ :=:. : :-.£ .

a n a tural is t 15: " • • •anyon e .....he cb t aana

t o b eco~e i nvolv ed? In t eres t ed i n re~Q~~g t h e latest nat~~&l ~~ s t :~·

and cor-servation info~at ion?

Went

n ews

Fede r~l guv ~~~~ent .

the e rfor t ~ o f local

.t.. na t i.cnaL or-gam a e t I cn f or natur-a.La s t s , Wl ~h c i r e c t o r-s ar,c r ep r es eara'; ; v e

fro~ ac r os s t h e c o~~try ha s r e c en t 1j been foroei---~~at ~as fo~e r:~ t~ e

Canadian Audubo n Soci ety i s now the t.enuc aan :u..t ur-e Pec er -a t i.cn , ;.re"-:' ~"'E. r­

ter~ are in Ot tawa , where it is hvpe d t o exe ~ t ~ st~o~~ iL::~ ~~ ce c'- t ~ ;

~hi s nat io r.~l body is a l s o ~t t f: ~ pt : ~~ : ~ c ~o := :.~~: ~

Gro~?s &. c r oss the cont ~neLt . =Qr.J 0: .~ l C~ a~e C ~~~j­

ing out i~p r e s s ive public educat l on probra= s Ar. Q co~s e rv~t : on ac t .v~ t l e s.

Accorc i ng t o Dr . ~y ers ,

and i n t erest in b eing in c on tact with livlng t h lr.gs i n a r.ktU:al er.v ~rc~­

ffient , er.d is gradu a l ly a ddlng t o n1s kr.ow~~dbe o f the~ ov e r a perio~ of
t i me • • • " By t hi s defini t i on even mo s t fl p o r t s:=.~ n a r -e al s o na t .. r-ed i a t s ,

, d tha.t In Vl· ow of t.r. t: :.u::.i:: ers of naru r -e.L i s t s aad t~ eDr . ~y res cor.c ~~ es 01 _

amoun t of ~oney they spend in pursuit 01 t c e l T hob~~ ·· .•• l~ ~o~c ~e e=

t ha t there are bood econo~ic grount 3 for & 5re~t~y 1nc rease~ e~ pe~~ i t~~e ,

part i cularly a t the Provincial level , on prov id lnci i r.crC4sEc o~~o r .~~ t : e ~

f o r t he s e 'b i rdwa~chers . ptotog r aphe r s ~.c o t he r natur e lev ers' t o e ~ ; ~j

the ani~als an d pl ants of t te C~~ad i ar. c c~~ try s~de ~~ro~~h esta~ l:. :r~ e~t

of a ddi ti ona ::" parks , r e s e rv es t ...rid i r.t erpI'et b.t l or. proi;ros. '·

Dr. Myre s has esti~ated the nurr.ber of natur a l l sts 1n Car. ~d ~ to c e ~t

l ea st 8CO, COO . On the bas is of his figures , ~QLitoba, wit~ c pop~at :.~~

of ab out 1 , ~OO . GOO shoto ld co~tain 4 ~, vOJ r.htur~11sts . T~dt 's ~ l o t cf
t.h hocb'- I f tne s e pe c pLe were cr€a:"."people spending a l ot o f c~ney or. .~ e1 r J ' •

i ze d , t hey could pro v ide a maj or fo r ce i n C~aa4 ' ~~~~ pe r sC4s l~ t c ~e s t c=

in nature , however , don 't t hink o f the~selv es as r.~tural is ts . h~:d~atc ters

wi l dfl ower pt otographe r s , h1k e rs , c~pe r5 , e tc . , shotold r ealize ~tG t ~~e~

are naturali st s .
I t turns ou t t ha t " bi r dwatc hi ng and hlklng l r:. the wl!de rness do involve
c ons l derable ba ckgr our.d ex pen di t ure s or. equi ~~ent and s uppli es , and con­

s ::.d erable ex pend i t ures on t r a ve l l i n g . .. .. Dr . h:;}' r e s ' s urvey r eveal ed that

~~e individ~al ave r ag e ex pe~dit~re per y ear on e~uip=ent ar.d s uppl ies for

~Le ~ tudy o f natu r a l h istory was $ 199 . This br eaks do wn t o a pprOXi matel y

t32 pe r y ear on books, t l O pe~ y ear on sUbs c ri pt~ ons, and $4 per yea r on

bird- feeders L~d nest boxes- --all of wh~ch a re pr obabl y ~~ually r e cu r r i ng

expe~~es . Cr.ly ~ l6 was s ;ent on blnocula rs end t e l es c o pe s, on the av erage ,

~~t t Le a=o~t s~ent fo ~ p~o tographic equi ~=ent was S98, and ~~ a ddit i ona l

$, 0 ~a~ s pent on fi l z s . Cl o t he s an d foo t wear a v eraged $14.

~~e =lni~~ ar~ua1 f igu~e f or t rave l l i ng expens es was est i mat e d a t $168.

?ra1~i e n a tural i s ts f~equentlJ cake lont trips t o 1r.dulge in t he i r hobbi es

t~t ~te largest a=oun t o f trav e l ling i s don e locally by c ar. local f ield

t r~;s we r e =e de es pe c i a l l y during the spr ing , S~T.er an d f al l conths .

E7.~ end i ture s for local trav elling a~oLU~ted t o ~oout S114 , a larce propo r ­

: i on of tLe t o t a l ex penses .

!n s~~a!J·, na t ur al i s t s spend S19 9 on equ1F~ent and suppli~s, ~~d $ 168

on t ~~vel l i~~ e x ?e~s e s---a total eYera~e ar_~ual ex pend ~ ture of S367. Accor­

~ :' ::'b t c e, e u rvey p",;,bhs:-.ed in 1967 by L.A. Ber, s cr.. of t i:. e Car. a diar. W::.. ldhfe

~ e r~:c e , t he ave rae e a=~~~t ~ p e4_ In C~.~da ~n 1961 by all fi she~en and

h~~~ e r~ was S180 pe r p e r~on . The av er~&e spe~t by h~~t ers was eY e~ less -­

! : l G each, o f which £ 50 wa~ s pe n t on equ i p=e n t, ~ 2 ) on travel , and t 37 on

s t:. ppl ies , and acco~odat i on. ~

In 19 68 Dr. ~y r e s published t h e resul ts of " ... sacpI e s urvey o f the ex per;-,

di t u r e s o f n e tu r-e l Ls t e" i n t he ';ar.ua r ;y -February issue o f Canadian Audubon

%ag~zir.e. Hi s study was ba sed on de tailed ques tiona i r es returr.e d from 35

:e~be rs o f the Calgary Bird Club , lis t~ng person a l ex pen s e s f o r 1966 .

Es ti::a t e s o f ex pendi t u re s were thought to be conservative " s ince Clany of

t h e : ost a cti ve Cl e~bers of t he Cl ub did no t co n trlbute t o the s u rv ey , and

a ~~ber o f t he ~ore unu s ual ( and l arge ) ex pe naltures re ported we re omi t ­

te d i r o:::. t he c alculat ions •• • "

At first g l anc e t h i s s e e~s surprising , bu t r~~exbe r t~at natural i st s trav el

t &rtce r and apend c ore time i n t he field .
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Our s econd Chr istmas bi rd count was a succe SSj no dou bt ab OUt t hat .
en t hu s i a s m of t he many pa r t icipa t ing cl ub me~be rs and t h e wel co~e

of ou r f r iendly neighbour c l ub from Cowl c han made t hi s pos s i ble.

weather wa s good , pa r t l y s unny . The onl~ unfavou rable fac t or wa s

cold , st ro ng wind whi ch ffi ade the small l and o1r as h~rder t o f lue .

loo~in£ ~or an ou tl et fo r your n atu r e pho tos and o bs~ rvations? Anxiou s

t o h e : ? p:ut ec t t h e natu ral envi ro~ent ? Th en Joi n t h e movement n ow by

sup;orting one or c ore of t he organiZQtlons ~n this f~eld . They need
yo~---and yo u n eed the~ :

.UUR CHH I~ TMA~ BIR D CuUNT

(

P~ ter van Ke rkoer:e

'l1:e

h el p·

T~e

t he

5

I have be en a s ke d, "What ha ppens to our not.es?" . Tm s is a boaC. ::;ues ;l.on .

Our no tes are en tered on special forres prov~ced by tne ~at ional hudub~~

Society in t he U.S .A . There t hey hre co~puter~zed and fil ed . I~eJ ~=ec

wil l beccra e availabl e t o s chools , un i ve rc i t Les , orni t hologi sts and o t a e r­

s c i en ce peopl e to be used i n t hei r part~cul ar ~tudles .

I have he a r d some uni ve r s i t y grad~at es scoff ~t t he wa y ou r not es are

c oL l.e c t ed-c-c- comp.Ie t e Ly unec Len t a t'Lc t hey say . 'i't.e) wc n d er ed co w a

nu~ber of a=.at e~rs could collec t proper fiel ~ data useful for scientlf~c

stud ie s . Some don ' t even kno w t he i r b.i r'c s , 1 sa:" tl:e r-eswL t a =..av e

proven tr. em wr ong. It has been the trend o f our :~~ t C~a:.~l~& ~~= es ~h~~

the s ci entist had t o ce come mor-e and mor-e ape c i e.L a zed ....-:;. t r.. e a ch on e b e-.

comi ng mor e and rr. ore iso lat ed. r.:CI...'1;" sc i er;e r s ve nuve los t t .ne r. e ces eac-y

contact wi t t othe rs worki~G in clo5el ~ r el a ted f.le l cs 0; s t~cy or l os t

con t ac t with nature wh ere al l basic k~owl~dbe co =es fro~ .

Lat ely, there is &r. increasing n eed f or cas.lc f i e: d da ta f or =~~y stLi':' i es •.

Take fo r i ns t anc e gl obal stud i es s uch as t h e influe~c e o f ttT on tte e~_:­

.ronmen t or de cl i n e o f an imal pop ula t ions t h r ough change c f r.,ab i. tat. Her-e

on e sc i ent i st cannot do ~uch . This i s a t re=e~cou s wide G:.C c o=~li cat ec

f i e l c of stUdy. Here thorougr~ess of sci en tl.s t ~~d t ectr. l C l~~ are ~e ~~ec .

And here a l s o t h e a~at eur ~i ght f ind his pl ac e . hec en t l y he ~as be en =ore

a ppre c i a te d t han eve r be for e . He i s f ound ~ o be r eliabl e , wi l ling t o go

t hr ough gr ea t d i scomforts, he i s g i f t ed wi th a l.lfe ti~e enthus ias= in n... s
fiel d of i n t erest an d ve ry i mpor tantly , he wi l l wor k f or Lot h.ln g acQ stil l

fee l happy .

6
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The day ended with a very enjoyable dinner at Dave and Marg Kerri dge 's

hou~e . I would lik e to ~ay th~s t o eve~one i nvol v ed in making our

count the success i t was.

I t should be understo od that ou r area fo rms onl y a very small part of

t h e North A=ericL~ Co~tinent over whi ch t he b~ rd count s a r e he l d an d

our da t a for.= ~ l i k ewi s e a ve r y tiny bit of informat i on . Howeve r ; I

beli ev e it wa~ very much worth t h e e f f ort .

Tt.e ~atio~81 Audubo n So c~ety has coll ec t ed en ormous amount s of fie ld
dat a since 1900 and eve ry year the r e are n ew nat.ur'e.Lts te clubs being

f c rtae d an d new count s mad e , Undoubt edly each c l ub is do i ng its o e a t"

t o keep the dat a h onest an d l e t r i val r y be a thing to wet t he appe ti t e

an~ ~pur the enthu~iasm , but not t o des t r oy the nee de d a ccuracy, whi ch

i ~ ba~ic to all u s e f ul info~at ion .

52

1

6

6

1

2

32
1

5
1

2

3
95

2

7

9

5

1

1J

192

172

3

331
6

1.. 973

1

1

1

<2
45

1597

3452

2

26

14

14

44
11

26

5
3

13
5
1

3542
4

15

P~l e ~t ed woocF =cker 6
ri a~ry ~oodpe e k cr

Lo~ny woodpecke r 1
~teller 's Jay &
Cc~on raven 21
Nor t h ~. crow 757
Chestnut. ba cked

chicc;.dee 112

Blac~ oyster c'r

Killdeer

Bl ack TU IT,st0r.e

CQc::;on snipe

Lun.lin

Glaucu s W. gu ll
iierru.c:; gull

!i.ew cu.ll

Pi 6€on &~i 11e~ot

~arol ed murrele t 6

Band t a i l ed pi geon 1 4

55 . Hock de-... e
56. ~r.ort eared owl 5
57. Bel te d king~iscer 5
58. Co~on red sh~fted

f li cke r 20

SP"C1" o 1972

52.
53.

34. ~harp shir+ned hawk

35. Cooper 's hawk
36. ned tailed hawk

37. Bald eagle

)b . h:Ci.rsh r.awk

39. I':er lin

40 . ].;n . kestre l

41. ~ffed grous e

42 . hing necked
pteasant

A:D. Coot43 .
44.
45 .
46 .

47.
4B.
49.
50.
51.

59 .
60 .
61.
62 .

63.
64.

65 .
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7
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1972

COUN T STATISTICS

SPE.CIES

CHkI STlviAS BiRD

1 . Common loon

2. Arct ic loon

3. Red th r oated l oon

4 . Red n ecked gr ebe

5. Horn ed gr ebe

6 . Eared grebe

7. West ern grebe

8. Pied billed grebe

9. Louble c res t ed
co rmor ant

10. Branat's cormoran t

11 . Pe l agi c co rmoran t

12 . Great blue heron

13 . T~':Ipeter s wan

14 . Canada go os e

15. Mal lard

16. Pintai l
17. Gre en winged teel

18. fu~e ri can wi geon

19. Ri ng necked duc k

20 . Great er scaup

21. L ees e r s caup

22 . C orr~on go l de n ey e

23. Barrow's gold en eye

24 . Bu f'f'Le head

25. Ha r lequin du ck

26 . Vfuite W. s coter

27. Surf seate r
28_. Black sc ot e r-

29 . ? o.;.ddy duck

30. Hooded merganser

31. Co~~on mergan ser
32. Red Br . mer ganse r

33. Goshawk

J EL L Y

Moll i e Byrne

G it A P EO R " G 0 N

This is a tar"t jelly that can be used on
t oast etc. , or with meat .

7

\

- Si ::-:.:e r " g r a p e s" wa t h n: i n i r..ti..':1 amound of wa t e r ,

-'trn er. t heJ' ar-e 'UBI l co oked you may need t o
bre~ t fi e ~ u p wLt h a potut c n:ashe r .

- St r a i n throu~h che ese c l oth o r an old nyl on
s t ock i ng with f eet eu t off and t op kn ott ed
to make a bag is a good s t r aine r .

- Por each cup of li~uid u se on e cup of sugar,
or a bi t l e s s ~ f pre f e r red .

- Br i ng to a boil a nd boil un ti l any standard
" j el l i ng" tes t is po s i t ave ,

.- - .,--

CLJ RNE R

CGlJKII'JG
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AN ADI'IIHAL SIPS IN STY LE elizuoet~ P . ~acLona: d

Rou s e sparrow
Red winged blackbird 26

Erewer 's blec koi r d
~~e,"ing £ ro sbeak 62

?"'~r:e finch 66
~c~s e fin ch 1

Pin e g r-os ce ak

A=e ric~"l goldf inch 16 5

E. eC c r o s s bil l

~fo~s sided towhee 24

:ark eyed J~co

Oregon JUI:. CO 234

~~1 t e crowned sparrow

Gc Lden cz-cwned
ap arrow 1

Fox s;arro w 12
Song s par r ow 30

~ood duck 3
Peregrine fal con 1

Vi rgini~ rai l 1
Ri ng b ill ed gull 1

Co=:on c ur re 10

Co~on bus ht i t 16

1973 I dampen ed a f inger , spread acme br own s:..og &.r alont; a G.I1 C ca r-ef :;,l ljo·
a ppr oache d the but t erfly wi':h the r e ady-ea d e swe e t . The p r c bc s cr s '11'a 5

92 speCles + 1 r ace ammedi a t eLy ext ended , and I ge n t Ly touc he d t he l ebs , caus i:lg t ce crea tl:.r e
13.170 individual s t o cli::.b up on t he fi nb e r , as i t ::lovee. ~way fro:::. t r.i s unknown cca t ac t ,

co .

67.
68.
69.
70. "
71.
72 .
73.

15 .
76.
77.
7c.

e: .
5l.
82.
6; .
S ~ .

t ; .
86 .
87 .
Ea .

9lo
92 .
93.
94 .
95.
96.
97 .
95.

szscrrs
ilea brea s ted

nuthat ch

Brown creeper
Wint er wren

Sewi ci!: 's wren

Larog billed :ar s h

A.::eri ca.."l r obin

Varied t hrtush

Gol e- en cro....med
kinglet

Rub;:,- c r o....n ed
king le t

.iorthern 5:'ri~e

Starling

1972

6

18
6

wren 6

631
15

24

10

2

1133

1973

2

4

20

9
1

E40

15

90

25
1

749
35
48

201

62
67
19
15

1

26

33
1

428

1

4

1

43

9

1972

80 species

b. 96) individual s

",

The Red Admi r a l bu tte r fly - Vanessa a taldnta - with its s ~~l ~in~ w~r.g

bande o f r~d or or anee accen ting b14ck t i ps, fl ec k ed with ~Ci t e , on ce

add ed its colour co mbination t o t hos e of o t~er s peci es, wr.ose gr ac eful

movemen ts b~come a part of Spring W i d ~~e~ &ct i vi t ies. ~ow , t h ey t oo ,

e e ea t o' have join ed th~ ranks of dd sappear-mg " itungs" in t he La dde r­

of Life , and entomologists a r e ~uest ionine the Stat u s o£ t hi s c reat ure's

existen ce .

One wa rm September day , in 1965, I had ~ int eresting ~x~erienc e wi t h
one o f t h es e butterflies - as a matter of fact, it ~as t he only 'on e I

had seen t ha t year , whi l e none wer e sight ed t h e following year.

The insect was f l ying a t t he back of t he hous e , landlng on s~~y a re&s ,

where it g enU;:,' " Fann ed" t he wi r; gs up an d do wn , t o cat cb t !:.e full b en e f i ;

o f the wa~i r.g r ays . The r e is so~ e;hing fGs c inh ; l~b aeou t t he de lice:a; e
man n er in which but terflies move t helr w l ~gs - s o ~hurri ed , s o

rythmi cally .

I t was qui t e interes ting t o wat ch t he i ns ect ...bsorb t ee r.e c ':: .. r . The t :p

o f the probosci s , whi ch was of .. redd isr. hue , ~d S not po~r.-:: e a s tra~btt

dOwn , l ike t h e s tinger of a ~osqui-:: o e , f or ex ~~ple, but was laie. a : c~~

t h e finge r in a cu rve , s ox ewhat ~ecinisc en t of a hockey s tick . In ~~~S

manner , t he liquid was taken u p - 1 thir~ but-::erfl les wer e t~e !:rs t

i n vent or s o f the dr i nk i ::.g straw: Y.an y t i me s, t he c~rved t i p swept b..c£

and f orth in search of more ne ctar. I s tood f or so~e ~inutes with hi~

balanced on t he finger, t hen ~ade a small pool of sugar an d water or. t he

t abl e and gently l owered the f inger t ip i nt o the f resh solut i on. Af te r

it had fe d for about 15 ~inutes , 1 t r i ee t o inGuce t he. b~tterfly to leave

the finger L"ld settle on t o t h e table , bu t i t flew o ~£. ny thot t~:e, its

"sufficiently must have been sufficed" - qui te f r a:'lkly . I WiA.S gla c. t o

chan ge my posi tion:
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I n closing, I wi sh to remind you not to ~1SS reading the list o ~ our

organizations r oster o f spring meetings ~d field trips printed C~ paLe

1 and happy natur~lizing• ••

Our current ~c~bershi p li s t ob tainee fro= o~r cl~bs ~ec ~€ ~,,~·/7re ~s-.:.rer

s hould ho pe l~lly se~~e t o fa ci l itate gre~ t e r c o==~.i c~ti o.. t e:~ e e~ =e=bers

f or ir.fo~al f i e l d t rips duri ng t he ye ar 1n accltiou to ce~r.g a be~:: e

reminde r f or those of us who ~ave un i nten t i or. a l l y let our ~€~be rs~ips i~pse .

11 ~ou haven ' t r e t pa i d

you~ 1~7' =e=cersc~p f ee s

re=e=be~ the~ a~~ ~C" c~ e

az d payabLe t o 0-.:. :- c::" -.:.t s
Sec re ~E. rY/7reas~ re r :

~ol1ie Byrne wo~lri l i~e to

kn~w if anyone kn ows c f a

reco rd o f Paeo~ia b~c ~~ii

being f oun d in t ee ~anaixo

area . If you can help p:ea s e
cont act h er.

Congra t ulat i on s to Gordon and Len ise ~ ebb .

Th~y n r e t he proud pa r en t s of a seven pound

baby boy bo rn ~arch 13, 1974. He has be en
n~ed Chris t opher .

A youth wing t o the Nanaimo District Nutur ­

a l i s t s i s now being f OImed. They now h.v e

t wo su ccessful fie l d t rips under t h e i r belt

and a r e plar~inb an expe dition to the west

coast in t he near f u 'tur-e , If you happen to
kn ow o f any young peopl e who eight be i nter­

es t ed in par t i ci patir.g con t a c t Juanita

Rus s el l, Youth tirector.

Thar.k s to Pete r ~: . Pre s s . Edf t or- of :"'c..rdtooa 1,.. tu re , 10:- pertn s s i cz, t c

r epr i n t tr.e ex c eL'le.. t ar~i cl e b~.. no ce r t i • • ; . t: :' "'::; o f t r.1l L::i.r..~ t coa :" e ;. a~~­

men t of ~ines . Res ou r ces , ~l~ L~viro~~r.t~ ~~~a~=~eht t~~: c~ ' i. ~ :-e t c~e

the ~nturali s t s' an c fi rst publi shed i n ' t or. s e~~t 1 o r. Co==e~~ ' . ~~a:~Jou.

a l s o to Elizabeth F. 1,;a cDonal d for her Lnt ere s t rng ar-tu c.; e 0:1 the Ad..= ircl.

but terf l y . We ho pe t hat we w1ll re ce1ve future art icles fro~ y ou ~

Sign s of Spr i ng - ~arg Kerridge has seeD
~~~ll owa in t he Stephen s on Pt . KIea on
~arch 18th- - - can ~pring be far behind?

WI NTER NOTES

EO I TGR0 THAr~K S

Mr. Cliff Wil~a.:l:L~aon;l!I) son of
the~rrst l~bou . 1n t he provlnce

o f B riti e~ Ccl~bia ar. d ch~rt er :e~ber

of the ;iar.a:':J.o Li s t r i c t ;.at u r a l1. s t s

wil l s o r r i:y be :l s seC. filS aV1C i n t er­

est in pr.o tobrap~J ~~d the C~olo~y ~~d

fOs s i l s o f the Ner.ai=o a re a ~h S upv~ren t

t o a ll who kne .... C.l;:';. :l:a:~r m s i n r'e c t i cua

talks a.oo:..:. t t he n at...z-a I hl S t ':H 7 o f c u r-

Lr . Lewis J. Lh .. r-k - rle was pr-o bab Iy t he foremos t

authority on B.t . wi l a f l owers. The publicat i on

of his book Las t Sept emce r- t itled " i'i i l d Pl.owez-s of

Br i t lSr. Col u:::blc.." won 'Ni c.e acclaic an d t o dat e

cas s old over 9 ,uuJ cop les . As t he r esul t of a

~ifelong study h~ g book hc..s been descr i bed a s~c­

cessful co~bin~tion of historical background ,

folkl o~e , ~~d poetry . Lr . Clark , ~~ avid outdoors­

:ar. . c li=bed t r.e ~at te rhorn in Switzerl~~d in

1562 L~d several pehks in the rockies .

tiJ1:ko~7<U--1~ cd Ik

rv.1/)<~ lJ-,'t.,J Itlslu<~J_;

{(Je t J';/73 ~~

area be re=e~be r e ~ by t he sc~~ol c~il­

dren of the Ye l l ow ?Ol~t reb~on .

~i ! was ce r t a i nl J on e wa y o f =aking the casual acqua l ntance of an

A~ira1 - who profc~ sed nO f or=al relationship with any navy :

~~ri~g the period t ~e cutterf:y f e d , I wa s brcatly in t rl g~ed by t he hai r y

co v er i ng al o~g tt~ l owe r t ho rax, ab ove the l eg s . It had a fur-like

appear~cc end t he slc i l a r i t y was heightened by the gentle breez e which
con!tan t l y ruffled its surface .
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NANAIMO NATURAL HISTOhY SOCI1TY
EXECUTI VE OPPICLhS 1973/74

Pr e sident :lr. D.C. Ke r r i dg e 758- 9727
Plant Dir ec tor 1:.i65 x, By rne 758- 9773
Rock Di r e c to r nr-e, 'N . Espi h .lier 758-760 6

t.: rs . B. Graves 390-475 U
Mr . A. Hawr-y zk i 758-9355

Secretary/Tr easur er ~rs. " }~erridbe 758- 9727,..
YO\4 th t irector la:iss " . h l,;,s sel l 390- 411u
:Sir:' tirectors Mr. & ~rs . P. van Kerkoerle 245- 2530
Ccnve~e r :diss E. 1iadde ll 758-7485

(

Tee f ollowing is a co~plet e list of t his y~ars pa id up ::le~berships

t o da t e :

ll~illBERSHIPS

There are t hree t y pe s o f ~e~ber5hips a vailable i n
the Nana Irac Natural Hi s t o r y SccLe t y e

£5.00/ yea r - F~ily
~ . L~/year - Single
2 . ~C/year - ~tuaents « Ol d

Age Pensioners
Al l new aeab e r-shfpe and renewals a r -e payabLe t o
~ r.e Secre t a ry / Tr easur er .

~ i s s Yo ~lie Byrne
~:r . L. I em a
~ rs . E: a l n e Loskot ch
~r~ . " " Espital l e r
~r. « ~ r9 . A. Plett
Kr-s , :c . -:; ;].liu~

~ r9 . Lr-ia Gr-e ...
~ =- . A. H:~.'...ry zi:~

~:r . 6: xr-e • G. B. HeLem
~:r . &: Lr-s , E~ .... i r. Ls aek
Xr . & ~ ~5 . A. ~o r~9t~n

:ir . &: Kr-s , 1. Ke r-r i dge
!:r . &: ~:rs. L T. C. La rnder­
r r . & ~ rs . t . ~ae=-ae

l: r s . He Le n ~: . ~!ath e son

~r . & ~r9 . D. ~o~ce

!trs • .: . t:u r d oc h
Yr . & ~:rs . :re . Ni ck e
!:r. J. Pe t e r -e no r e r­
~r . & ~rs. a. r.oy
~r . H.J . ~~ss e: l

U:28 Y.a~ r.J :oa= es
!a:r. Ivor Tueker
~r. &: ~rs . P. van Kerkoer l e
r.ir:le E. Wa ddel l
Mrs . Ena Youn g 13

~JIt~ ~1X.(,a.V1SVv

fv,/l. iJ.-. ~ 9 r~

f..-, f 1>- 9rr "'-- l-e-:
h--l t'- W t., 4..-,

l4~;:'!Y;N
245-3289
7;8 -76U6
39....- 43.11
758-68 47

758-9355
46~ -74 7 5

245-2972
245 -2J~ 4

750- 9727
7~4- 2 5 20

750-6779

75 4-2460
753- 2917
754- 94, 9­

J.if_i6 1/3
754-92 47
390-411v
7~ J-14 7....
753- 5728
245-2530
758-7485

1.'1 r- Y'd 0

37"' - ~7 ,-0

1 ,-.:J - 6rY}j­
p '-f _ (f7.Y


