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contact Peter van Kerkoerl e (245- 2530 ) .
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Balance as of October 31st, 1972

(

ANi"UAL FIi~A:~CiAL REPORT

PRE ~i DE NTS ANNUA L REPOR T

N~~A r~o DISTRICT NATURA LISTS
ANNUAL G~ERAL ~:EETING

ROOD 108 Y.ala s pina College

8 :00 P. M., November 2)rd 1973

Agenda

1 . Pres ident 's r eport of the ' past year' s ac t i vi ti es •
2. Finan ci al r eport.
3. El ect i on of executive and ~ election of co~i ttees .

4. Discussi on of co~ing event s. i. ee Chri stmas Bird Count.
5 . Coffe e .
6 . Slide presentation by club memberSe

r

At our last Ar~ual General Meet ing the repo r~ gi ven cove r ed our 8c~iv­

i t ies f r om the beginning of t he club in ~arch t hr ough to ~ove~ter e

· Thi s i s t he firs t Annual Re~ort whi ch encompas ses a ful l ye a r s ac tiv­
· i t i es e I t has been an exciting ye ar and t he cl ub has certa inly
"expanded- - - t aki ng in a wide scope of activi ti es.

. On December 30th we compl eted our fi r s t Chri stnas bird co~t. With
t he help of t he nembe r s of t he Cowichan Bird Soc ie ty ~e had a t otal
attendance of 16 pe rsons . I t was a c i s erabl e day , but c ost succe ss ­
ful, as we were able t o log 80 dif ferent s pe c i es and ne arly 9 ,L OO
ind ividual s . The da y was br ought t o a warm ending at Mis s E. Waddell's
home where all en j oye d a bu f f et supper .
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167. 99
250.90

165.9 1

S 155.00
11.95
1.04

Marg Kerridge, $ 84 .99
Secretary/Treasurer

S 16. 85
6. 25

17. 00
28.53
14. 50
23.1 7

6.47
30.00
13-37

s t amp s , bird s eed ) __

Coffee U:rn

Fil e Box

Dues Received
Silver Collection

Bank Interest
Total Cr edi ts

Fede ration of B.C . Dues
Audubon Socie t y (bird count)
Beba~ nouse Rent
Ba r -be que

~over for Bul l et i n
. Chri s t r.:.a s Ca rds

Coffee Supplies

Miscellane ous
( ph on e calls,

Total t ebit s

CllLUTS

t E3I TS

Cash en Hand November 15 tfi, 1973

CHRISTVAS CARtS ARE NOW AVAILABLE FOR THOSE
~HO ORDEnED THE)l AT A COST

OF $1. 25 A BOX

A FEW EXTRA PACKAGES ARE AVAI LAB LE FOR THOSE WHO
1IISH TO PI CK THEM UP

AVAILABLE FR0l4 OUR CLUBS SECRETARY/TREASURER

The speak er for our Dece:nber 12th raeet I ng wua Mr. Geo r-ge Po t t e , He
ga ve a most del ightful slide show and t al k on Anc i en t ~ex ic an Arc~i­

t ec t ur e---as you r emember , much of i t by candlelight s i nce the l i&~t s

went out f or a t i~e .

St art i ng off our 1973 season we had our own V.ol lie Byrne give us a
slide pre se ntat ion on f lowers or. :~~uary 16 t h at Eeban House. The
f oll owing mont h , on Feb ruary 20t h , our Wi~~ie Espi talier ga ve u s &n

exc el lent pro gr a:'l1 on t he geology of the :;anai:::.o r egion. Thi s was
followed by a geolo~' fi eld t rip on the fo1 1 owing Saturday.
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'5 our Anr~ua~ Chr i stc a s Bird Coun t. ~e hope t oOf l~~e dlat e concern ~

f ul than last year' s s o we need you r ~el pimak e thi s even more suc cess
It wil l be on £ecember 29th- - - so save t~at cay.ex per t or no t .

t C _ - ; you fo r having ~e "as your president this ye.ar"I would like t o UCol'.iA

and su pporting me t he way you have . At times i t has proven hec tl~,but

t pull ..through. The very best fo~ the year aheac. t o awe have managed 0

D. C. Kerridge

As your president, I woul d l i ke to t ak e the opportun~ty at this t i:e
t o thank those mecbe rs of the e~ ecuti ve t hat have put so much i n t o

' making this a successf ul year. ' They have been : _
Miss ~oll ie Byrne (Pl an t direc~or)
Mr s . Winnie Es pitalier (Rock d1rector )
Mrs . Barbara Graves
lIr ,;, Allan Hawryzki
n r -s , t:arg Ke rridge (Secretary/T:easurer)
Mi ss Juanita ~~ssell "(Student C1 r~ctor~ )
Xr . & ~rs . Pet er van Kerkoer l e (Blrd d1rector
Kiss Elaine T.add ell (Convene r)

) We have be en recently trying Friday evenines in an atte~pt to see
'. whether or not we coul d a t tract a lar~er cro wd to our r egul ar e e e e-,

ings . They have a ppeared t o be successful and we will cont i nue to
·meet on Fr i day evenings unl es s we receive so~ cri tici~~ f r oe t h E

Ite:nbershi p.

Our bl ggest venture thi s year has been t he develo~ent of our o~~

publicat ion. - It has taken the be tter pa rt of the year to get i t
und er way. We a re most grateful to Peter van Kerkoerle f or t e e
cover des i gn and f i nd it ~ost exci tine as t he Varied Thru sh (our

' cover bird) hns been put forward as the po t entia l bird e=blec of
B.C. We will be t he firs t group t o n[~e use of this e~ole::::l if it
be comes r ecognized ·as our provinci al bird.

Our menber~hi p has gro wn s teadily this ye a r and at present , we have
35 fami ly or ~ ingl e member ships . The Fr iday ni gh t progr~s have .
developed a l ot of interes t and we hope t~ increase our ~e~bership

th r ough t hese .

Our club Wa9 r espon sible f o r subm f t tic€ a po s i t ion pape r t o t he

C£nadian Harboura and Por t Planning Co~ittee on January.2~th con­
cerning the proposed develop~ent i n the mou t h of the Uana i mo Ri ver

. Es tu&ry* "Thi s paper was pr esented by J uanita Russell on behalf

of the Naturalists _ On Ca rch 20th we had -a del ightful presentation

b~ Mr. tave Stirli ng, of t he Bri tish Col~bia Parks Branch, on the
birds or Austral ia. rhere were slides of other areas of interes\
to natuTal hi s tor i ans .as well . This meeting was held a t Malaspina
Colle~. As our reg~lar aeeting poin~ BebanHous e was not large
e~o~&~ to handle the n~bers t hat a ttend ed this progra~ . On A~ril

11t h, we he l d our l ast indoor ~eetin& ~or the Spr i ng at ~eban Hous e.
O\l.r gues t was Dr . "ohn Kelsall 01 the Cenadian ....ildl ife Service ,

an~ hi s presen~ation covered some of the work he .had carried out in
t he Arc t i c on Caribou.

We had an outing t o ~r. tix~n 's ra~ on April 28th and on Y.ay 13t h
a few =e~bers had an int eres t i ng t r i p t o Gord on River to see t he
pink Eas t er Lilies.- An evening ex ped i tion l ed by Mol li e Byrne to
a Beaver Pond on t he t:ana i::zo Lakes Road was held on May 15t h.

.Our bigge~t and most succes s f ul f ield trip was the Low Tid e excur­
si on to t o tie s Nar-rows , i:a.th~· r.:ounce was our leade r and after much
playing a r ound i n the surf we a l l headed to the van Kerkoerl e's
for our Barbeque Pi cnic. Rhododend ro n Lake was vi sited on J une the
l Cth while the fl owers were in their f ul l e l ory .

the s~~~e r was a di s aster, mainl y due t o t he fi r e closure whi ch ke pt
pe ople out of the f or ests. ~he next ge t togethe r was our Septem­
be r's indoor c eeting at Mala~pir.a Col l ege. This was held on the
2e th of Sept e~be r. We had over ~O peo pl e attend t he film 'High
Count ry' by Ches s Lyons and narrat ed by Ruth Stirl i ng .

On October 20th a f ew hardy souls c~~aged t o brave t he weather i n
ord er to vi s it Ha~ilton Sw~p a t Qualic~~. Our indoor meeting
held on October 26th was most succes~ful as we at tracted 85 peop l e
t o t r . 1. Cla r k' s s lide presentation on t he Wild Plowers of
Br itish Col umbi a.

"At this
. y ea r-,

eembe r -s

meet ing we wi l l el ect a
The en tertainment will
of t he club.•

new slat e of
be furnished

of f i ce rs f or the cccing
by slides pres ented by

Tcis lea ds us to our Annual ~eeting to be he l d at Malaspina Col l ege
00 Nov eober 23rd.

J
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AkBUTUS ( Arbu t us men ziessii Pur-ah) ~1011ie Byrne

(

THE VAHIED THHUSH

(

Pe ter van Kerkoerle

This t r e e , a l so known l ocally a s the Pac i f i c ~adrone , share s our cover

pic ture wi th t he va ried t hrush and i t mus t sure l y be a t ree whi ch we
both love and curse . Wit h f a ithful regula rity through the yea r , i t
cover s our ga rdens , s~~-d ecks , ca rpo r t s , walkways and eves troughs with

ba r k , or leave s or be rries or co~binations o f these . Yet it i s a trae

~~ich a l ways intri~e s visitors fro~ other parts of tte continent , o r

fro~ over~eas , f or a l though the g enus i s r epres ented elsewhe re, ( fo r

exa=p le tr. e 3 t r awber ry tree . Arbutus unedo, of Europe), our s peci es is
pe rhaps t he %ost stri~ ing . In spr i ng its large clus t ers of ~axy fl owers

Ehow cl ~arly it s r elat i onship to the heathe rs , t he blueberries , t he

Ealals , and t~e rhodocendror.s. The w~rt~ , orance fruit s ~een in Octo­

ber ar~ e dibl e , but scarcely worth i ti strictly for the bi rds :

It i s tee ~~ual cyc l :c ch~~ces of bark on the s~ooth t u rgs and young

t~~~s that are perha ps , the ffi~s t faccinating f eature o f t he tree . In

c: ~ z~~~er, the old fol ia~e turns yello~ an d beeins t o fall , and a t
aecu t the sa~e ti~e the tough b~rk curl s up and peel s off, r ev ealine

!3' te:;:nt i f :il g r-ee n under-ce.rk , whi ch i s destined t o t urr. g radual l y . to

a cinr.a.::::on col ou r on the bar'? sr.'.'.)oth ] lobs. On de nd tree s t he b ranches

~~~ turgs rev eal the de t £ils of thei r geomet ry , with un i que curves an d

~~cles ~h ich ~~k e t hem use~~l as decorative items.

T':1.e 1\o 00d i t ~e~r ; hare , s t rong , c I ose-cgr-af ned and heavy i s too rare for

gen eral u s e, tl1..".t Le u t t r ac t i.ve ro r craft wo rk. Let us hope that

Car.ada 's on Ly b r oad- deuved e ·: ~ rc ·<:r' r. t ree , a delight in ou r l andscape ,

_ill not

..

When t he first frosts of autumn have turned the maples a golden y el low

and the dogwoods are dressed in ~antles of red ar.d salcon hues . we

might hear during a walk in nature a s trang e flute -like sound co=ir~

from the bu sh. It is just one ~ote held f or a f ew seconds , so =ewtat

of f key an d a bi t quavering, as if the s i nger was not too sure of hf~­

sel f . Then it is quiet f or a minut e or so an d agai n it repeats i tself

a li t t l e higher or lower in s cal e . The singer sure bas ari odd so r-g.

Careful li stening reveals that the soun d , which se e~s to co:e fro~ far

a~ay a c t ua l l y originates from a bird sitting only 60 feet away in a

ce dar .

I t i s robin size or a little s~all er with orange bre as t and a ~ark

band across it ~~d a light s t r i pe above t h e eye . Wings and ba ck are

dark er wi th so me sma l l li ght dot s on the wing s . This is the varied

thrush, a true Western bird. •

I t' s range s t r e t ches through nea rly al l B. C. , parts of Alaska an d

south t h ro ugh ~he ~ount8ins to northern California. I t ~ests in t he

moi st fo res t s on moa.tain s lo pes mostly a t hi gher elevatio~s . I ~

f a l l duri ng migration it is found at s en level . It can then be se en

eve n in the gardens of our cities. Here it acts shy and out of place .

As all thrushes i t is a ground feeding bird , bu t on ou r la~ns i t does

not compete wi th the ro bin . I t see~s to eat s~al l grubs fro~ bet~e en

the gras s whi l e t he r obin eats earthworms on t he l awn. The varied

t hrush keeps it 's body close t o t he g r oun d , a l ways ale rt fo r d~~ge~s

from above . I t i s neve r really at hoce h e r e. Dur ing the f all seasen

a goo d pl a c e to find t hem is in Arbutus t rees with berries . Here t hey
will gor g e themselves on t h es e min iature or ange s and a re then : ostl y

found in t he company of robins . In flight with robins on e can r e cogn i ze

them by the somewhat sho r ter tai l , pa r t i cularl y when t hey fly h i gh

overhead .

I n s umm er t h e varied t h rush n ests i~ swacpy forests on mountain slopes.

Th e nes t is cade ~f twigs , grasses and c oss, and set from 5 to 15 feet

above the groun d in a tree. There a r e 3 t o 4 blue eggs wi th so~ dark

spots. Migrat ion s t a rts during Se ptecber.
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The varie~ thrush during winter i s a very quiet an d un obtrus ive bird . A KARE FIND by David C. Kerridge

wten in February a sunny day calls ou t t he first be es to the crocusses
and an early but t erfly f lutters across ou r path we ~ight hear t ha t

s t rar.ge wh i stl e again . And when t h ere a re several birds cal ling all

in a l i t t l e different ke y and the listene r i s i n the r i ght Dood , he
Qight icagine hi~self s t anding in a dee p fo r e s t on a mountain slope .

The trees are DOSS covere d and dri pping wet - - --fog is ob scur ing their
tops . The half darkness is coody an d sil en t except for t h i s strange
choir. Then Le will sense tt~t in t he ri ght sur r oundings the ae eerie
sounds cay fo~ a beautiful concert · tha t g reat l y enhances the scene

and that this shy bird i s very ouch a part o f our great Nor th West .

7

The Vancouver I s l an d ~a~ot (Ma~ota va~couverensis) is the rare~ t of
our marmots or woodchu ck s and on e of the largest of the f ou r speci ~s

found in Br i t ish Columbi a a Not only i s it of i n t er est beca~se of its
.pos i t i on on the ' r are and end angered speci es list' bu t it is probabl y
.t he mo s t likeal 1e member of t hi s grou p as it i s ext r eaeIy restric t ed
in it s ranbe to t he higher al?ine and su b- al pine meadOb~ of V~c~~.er

I s l an d---out of man's way'a It is also a very quiet aninal- -:l, UC h
qui e t p.r than i ts rela t i ve, the Hoary Kar= ot or tni stler (~a~~ ta

~alieata) which is found throughou t the r eoainde r of BaCa

Wit h this i n mind, it wa s with real zxc i teoe nt t hat we pushed C~r way
t hrough the fringe of t r ees onto t he l i ttle alpine cead ow i n hopes of
sighting and photographing ou r fi rs t 7. a~ots . The area had been

vi s it ed seve ral times before but a t t he se t ices t he ::.ar::.ot s '" er e
"r epos i ng i n their warm burrows fo r t he long v~inter per-Lcd-c-c-tbey ar- e

said to sl eep from about mid-Septe~ber throuGh to early May an d ~ere

it was well into Oct ober-, The fire r estri ction s', being extra 10::.g
thi s year, had not permitted earlie r access into this areaa

As we moved out onto t he ~ind-swept meado ws , a hawk wa s s een drifting
'ba ck and forth over us l ooki ng For any roove~ent which ~ight indi ca t e

t he sou rce of it s next mea.L , The view was s pec t a cul a r - - - t he ueado w

i n i ts late fall co lours wi t h butterfl ies eve r ywhe re and the surroun­
ding vi sta of trees , mountains an d wat er looking s o clear fro~ t hi s
al t i t udea Wi sp s of mist drifted thr ough t he valleys below.

As we moved a cro s s t he meado w l ook i ng for a 600d rocky outcroppi ng

to use as a vantage po i n t f or our o~servations , we were eve r o~ alert
for any movemen t or sign which aight direct u s t o our fi r st ~a~ot a

The location o f t he burrows was kno wn fro!:!."previous vi s its and t h e J'

lay just ov~r the knoll; a cro ss a s hal l ow gulley ahead a

As we ca:r.e up over the r i s e, a l glasses wez-e i n ac tion a canmn g
the meadows i n every df r -e c t.Lcn , It t ook s ome tice before we s po~ t e d

ou r fi rst marmot , a young of the year. and so dark as to be aI=ost
black a I t came out of its burrow and stretched itself out in t~e

sun on a reek,
8
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This neve r l a sted fo r very long until it was seen t o bounce down and

bu r row abou t 20 fe et away . FOSSIL HUNTI NG IN THE NA ,'MII'iO AREA Winnie Expital.ie

~ost of the~ wer e very da rk , almos t black, with a s~all white spl a sh
be t ween the eye s . They were ve ry well groo~ed and shi ny wi t h an
indi cation of a ~~~tle acros s the sho ulder s a s seen i n t he Hoa r y

~ ~r:ot---a nost delightful animal .

At this time, t he cao erB was s et up i n a spot that ga ve a wid e range
of vi s i on and lunch was s t a r t ed . It wa s most interesting trying to

eat an~ yet keep t he b inoculars· scary~ed up~n the meadows .

We were ex t re:ely fortunate du ring t he du r at ion of t ha t day s i nce we

s ew 4 or 5 separate anima ls , most of them adul ts . Thi s was wonde r­

rul as t h ey should ha ve be en considering hibernation by n ow. We

fo und t ha t they were no t ea~ily f r ightene d but wer e t imi d. The

closest we wer e able to ap p roach wa s about 50 f e et .

The day pro ved a great succes s wi t h many pictures ga thered .
ed so ~uch t o stay bu t t he cay was almost a t an end .
departed we were lost i n thought; gaining a true f eel i ng
anical s while wondering whe ther or not they would rec ei ve
needed protection---or pos sibly even become more endangered?

Nanafec would certainly not have
been establ ished as a s e t t l e: en t
as ea r ly had our geo l ogy been
diffe rent . It was the di scovery
of coal around 1849 whi ch really
got t hings s t ar ted . Geol ogically
s peak ing , we a r e s i t t i ng 0 n

a basement of altered basic vol­
cani c r ock s; al tered sedi~entary

ro cks and a f ew ~all gr anodio­
rite bodies , ove r whi ch we have
a cover of sur f i ci a l cater ials ,
a .cixture of glacial a n d
non-glacia~ enviror~ents .

All around us we s ee ro cks which a re of the UPFer .Cretaceous age . The
Cretaceous pe riod (na~ed fo r chalk) began about 135 J:l ill io~ years ago
ana lasted s ome 70 mi l l i on years . During t hi s t i =e there was a ~ajor

advance of the sea and a mixed cont inental an d : ari ne sedi=ent a tion
took place . It ..ha s l eft us with a mixtur e of conglo:l.erates,

s ands t one s , shales and lenses of coa l . Today the coa l has be en
pre tty well mined out, but we can s ti l l coll e c t mar-in e fossils and
land plants which are a part of this geological history.

"

We wish­
As w e

for thes e
thei r

on the top of a r ocky out CTOp­

as well a s reflecting the warmth
wa s l oun g i n g

v isibility
"Th e i r f avourite pa stime

p~ng which a llowed good

of t he aut~ s un .

Ammonites are fai rly plentiful and a r e often found well preserve d
embedded in hard, spheroidal concretions associateO with shales . Speci­
mens h ave been recorded of nine f 8l:lilies ,. ei §ht e en genera and
thi r ty- fo ur s pe ci es of BT.l'D-oni t e s , all fo und on Vancouver I sland. 0 f

this twelve s peci e s a r e co~on t o the Uanaiao_area.

Among other speci ~s of ma r i ne fauna, gastropods and pelecypods are
found, but i f t hey are contained in rocks "i'thou't the concretionary,
shield, when exposed, these shel l s usually disintegrate, I e a v ing

only the internal mould behind. Impressions of: eepbalopods are found, ·
but difficult to collect.
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BI RDSBIH D::i l:are Kerridg e
(A club e ea be r-e df eccve r y o~ ou r
· l ocal bi rd pol,;.;.la tio:l.)

I have be en bitten by the bird-wet ching bug t hi s ' pe st few :~n ~b s ELd . '
have taken ful l ad van t age o f living both near sea. and f orest to Lear-n
more about our feathered , fl ying fri ends. Armed wi t h bi nocul a rs ar.d
bird book my sons and I have oade our way down to the beach at Steph­
en son Point for an hour al~ost daily, we&ther permitting .

Regular visito rs on tfie wat er have been t he : Co~~~ Loon , Wes~E~

and Harned Grebes , Brand t's Cormor ant, Buffl ehead . Harl equi n, Co==on,
S~rf, and 'Nhite-winged seoters ; Co~~on Mergar.%e r , Ba r row Golder.e~ e,

o.ys te r - Catcher . Bl a ck Turns t one and G!. auco~s-wingec, Herring Eo :': d
~ew Gulls . Along the uppe r r i m oC t he beach. ~ongst the bu sh L'~

t al1 tree$, m~~y s peci es of land bires can also be si ted~ ~his f al l
there ha s been an abundance of Robi ns along .~tt. t he r~~lar nu:­

bers of Chickade e s . Bush- t i t s, Jur.co~, N~thatc~s , ?lickers , ~ir.blet s,

Pine Si ski ns , Towhees . an d Song Sparrows . Por t wo weeks ]V 1iu...ings
were on the poi n t ---Ceda r or Bohemi an. I . E:3 not qui t e sure . c ~

a , good day I have seen as man y a s 23 spec i es wi thin only an hou r s

vievdne til:le .

BIHDS

On e type of f os s il which we do no t find are remains of animal, bir d
o r rept i l e l i fe. One explanation is t ha t ou r area did no t h a v e
suitable condi t i ons fo r t heir li f e style fo r any great lengths of time .

Some good places to hunt might be Nanai~o Rive r , HaslSJll Creek, ElkhoIn

Creek, ·Brannan Creek, Mapl e Bay area and Salt sp ring I s land. There are
other locations north of us, and of co urse; Hornby I sland. One also
rinds about 92 s pecies of fossil pl ant remains in t he Nanaimo Grou p,
well as aoce fos s il wood .

If any of you would like to do some r ead ing wi th good illustratibns
there are two publications:
-Amconite Faunas of the Upper Cretaceous Rocks of Vancouv er I sland"

by J . L. Usher, Geological Survey Eulletin 21, and
"Flora of the Upper Cretaceous Nanaimo Group o f Vancouve r I sland"

by W. A. BelIr Ceologi cal Survey Memoi r 293.
You c oul d request them f rom the Libra~' on Fi t zwilli am Street .

Se ••••• i nter es ting fiel d t rips can be ~ad e hunting for these reli cs
of t he pas t • • • • •granted t~ey are not a live or very beautiful , but . good
speci:ens ar~ inte res ting and qui te curable when collected caref~y

and displayed i n a safe place ••••• and what better excus e to go ou t f or
a ra'1ble on a wint ers day when there are no ' f lowers t o photograph 0 r

=ush~o=s t o collect?

COOKI i~G

CURN ER
Sh~ggy ~an e ( Copr i nus comatus) pictured at

l e f t is probabl y one of t he mos t easi ly identi­

f i abl e of the l ocal edible ~ushroom specie s .
Nevertheles s; t he beginner ough t t o consul t
someone more kno wledgeab l e about t he subject

~
' to conf1~ it s i den t i t y . ' They are cocmonly

, 0 d dur1ng l ate s~er ~d fall , and should
b ollected when very young, before the gills

a .cen and liquefy . cceacn methods of prepara­

~ n 1nclude frying, stewing, cream ing , or
11 pi ck l i ng.

The boys have also enjoyed zorne of the large r birds that t he y can

t hemse lves i dentify . A pai r of Pi lented Woo dpecker s h~ve been
working on ol d t rees , i ncluding the wood pil e near ou r house , w~il e

an i~~ature Red- Tail ed Hawk ha s beer. a tt r act e d by our Banta= chicks .

Unfortunatel y for us ; he kill ed two of the~ .

One afternoon Anneke van Kerkoerle took us over t o Pi?ers La£o on t o
check out tha t a r ea . One exciti ng find was a Red- necked Loon . en
ano thez- occasion bo t h ou r fazili es expkc r -ed the Uan aico Ri ve r Ls t uar:,'
and in addi tion to the mor e co~~only noticed . spec i es we fo~~d one
Shor t - ea r ed owl and two Black-legged Kitt iwake s -----a r eal fin~~

Thus; I have enjoyed this f al l se ason t r~endously since I have
l earned t o i dent ify ~any more members of our bird population t e an

ever be fore . Pe rhaps t his ye a r I will be able to name Qore of t he
i nhab i t an t s o f our earths ski es rather th~ just on e (like last

year at our Chr istmas bird count) .
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The heavy , early snow was ni cel J predicted by
s ome ena ~ous f l ocks of Siskins . One Cl ock
~ 600 s t r ong the day before the snow .

Both f al l ~eetings, with ~rs. Stirli ng
and Dr. Cl~rk. wer e ex t r emel y well
att ended by both club members and the
gen eral pubk Lc ,

Some youne Barn owls near Ca s sidy were still h eard be£€i ng
for food from thei r pa rents unti l the l a st ev en ing be fo r e
t he s nowf a l l . As owls l a y eggs ove r a l en£ peri od-----t~E
eggs: from the f i rs t one on ne s t young were prob~bly able
to f end f or themselv es, except fo r t he one or two last o~~

hatched. The s e wi ll probably be t r.e firs t wint er casualties.

(
FOR CHRI STMAS GIV ING

".ild. Fl owe r s of Briti sh ColUl:1bia"

by Lewis J . Cl ark

Brays Publishing Li~ited

Si dney, B. C. , Canada, 1973.
Price : £24. 95

Even a t 324. 95 this book i s a bargain &
contains 573 s upe r b colour plates supple­
: ented with botar.ical and hi s t or i ca l
infor=a~ i on or. 792 s peci es and su~species

of f: oweri ng pl ant s .

" r;a t u r e '({es t Coa s t "

ed . by K.:.: . Smith, ri . J . Anderson, K.t. Beami.uh
Co~piled and illu~ ~rated by :. ember s o f t h e

Vancouver r;atloi r ",: Hi s t ory Soc i e t y

Ddecovez-y Pre s s
Vancouver / 1913

Price e 7.95
Al thou gh this book i~ s ub t i t led , lAs Se en In
Li ght hou s e Park', c os t of the ~pecies are also
co=:on t o V~~ couver I slan d .

This i s a ge ne r al t ext wri t t c~ by ~e~bers of a
fell ow na t ural hi stc~' society abo~t birds,
pl~~t s , t~~~als , r ept l l e s , ~~?hibians , and ma r i n e ·
l i fe i n our a rea.

Me=be r 3r.i p in tr.e C~~adian ~ ature Federa t i on :

~ e~be rsh i p ~ e~ s : rec eivinG Nature C~~ada,

one o f t he wo rld 's mos t b eautiful and infor­
=a~ ive ~?pular =aga zines, r.ati on ~l r epre s entation
on e~viro~~er.t a l i s su es, special prices on books
and records f r o: their Uat i ona l Booksto r e, plus
c~y ot he r i t ec s .

Re~lar Individual & F~ily ~e~bershi ps f or
a J €a r ere ~ 8 & $ l e re sF e ctive'y .

Copi es of ~e~bership a ppl i ca t ion s available
frc :::l. t h e edt tor.

FALL I~OTES

Red cros s-b i l l s were v e ry numer-oua
thi s ye ar du ring l a t e Augu s t and
Se pt emb e r .

Cougars on Stephen son Point
r oad???

Aug . Pars l ey s wal lowtai l laid • 15
e£es in our gc r den . We rais ed - 5
caterpillars ~hi ch have pupated .
(P. v~~ Kerkoerle)

PLEASE SE:ID ~OTES ABOUT n'TEllESTUlG
SITINGS OF arats, A.,",n:ALS, PLA..,"TS,
ROCKS , ETC.. OR ANY OT:iEB. nA'rtRA.L
RISTOR! OBSERVATIOl'S C/O zss
EDITOR

Mnr.y Spar ro w h~~ks c ibr a ted
t h rouch a r eas in Septe~ber ~d

coul d be s ee n t~~ting gra s s ­
hoppers on broken l an d. Several
pigeon ha wks ~ere a lso s e en
n ear the Haroae e i l l ..

Goshawks ~ere s een s eve r al
tin e s chasi ng flocks of wi ld
cand t ai! piceon s.

Sno~J owls from the arct i c were
spo t te d in t h e J inel epo t and Lantz
vil le e r ea s duri~e the se con d
we ek o f :l.:>v er.:ber.

I )
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NANAI£O NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
EXECUTI VE OFFICERS 1973

President t::r . D.C . KerridGe 758- 9727
Plant I:i r ecto r Miss N. Byrne 758- 9773
Rock Director ~lrs . W. Espi talier 758-7606

Urs. B. Gr a ve s 390-4 750'
Mr . A. Hawryzk i 758-9355

Secretary/Treasurer Mrs . I!. Kerridge 758-9727
Youth ti rector !l!iss J. Russell 390-4110
Bire :tir ect ors Mr . & nr-s , P . van Kerkoe r le .245- 2530
Conv en er Uiss E. Waddell 758-7485

1~a:BERSHIPS

There a re three types o f ~eob erships ava i l abl e
in the Uanaioo llatural Hi story So cie t y :

: S. CO/ yea r - F~~i ly
4 . 00/year - Singl e
2.00/yea r - Studer. ts & Ol d

Age Pen s i on ers
All new ~e~berships and r enewal s a r e pay a bl e
to the Secretary/Trea surer.

(
)

( )

~D! TLJrt IA L OUR FIRST ISSUE

: wOAld like t o tt~~k al l those ind ivi dual fi who contri but ed to wardc

thi s issue which will hope fu l l y beco~e t h e firs t in a se ri e s o f

q~arterly Fublications de lineatir.g the acti vities o f our or gan i za t i on .

?ut~re i ssues, I antici pat e, will have sub~ i zs i on s fro~ a br oader s pec­

t~~ of the ce~bershi p and there are severa l ways i n whi ch you can

; ar~icipate . You =aJ wr it e a f ea t ure arti cle about some s pec i es of

i~tere st to yourself--- f or exa~ple t he pre sentation by Koll i e Byrne on

the Arbutus. You c ay wish t o t ell us about so~e exp er i ences you have

had in no tine some a s pect of our living envt r -cnment , Mrs . Kerridges

article is a good ex~ple o f thi s . Even shor t tid bit s of informa tion

cor.cerning act i vi t i es of various oreani so s i n season would be appr ec i a t ed

for inclusion on t h e SUbseq uent issues WINTER NOTES page or any t hi ng else

whi ch you cay think of interest to the g en er al cembe rship . I 'm always

looki n g for ideas and YOU s hou ld be able t o provide so me goo d ones .
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