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( EDITOR'S iloTES ( (

Van lerltoerle

Arter the barbecue, "elY elliO lI~er seemed to have J.l~ap",e8rej In

the greet. widenes s or B.C. We hope everrb~ ~ad ~ good SUEme ~ and reel s

fit to tell some or his nature experlenee~ In t he next bulle t in.

Our Tb9t!S I sland lDelllber had a record late s i ght I ng of a Rufous

Hu=dng b i ro:! on AUi,'"Ust 26th.

Or: June 6th the bi d Msting count vas he ld by Ken KnoJl'l s .. cd

Pe t er an d Anneka. VIlJ1 Xe rko~rle . A total of 50 ne~t1ng epe cr e e " &9

eecor r ed dong' t he 25.~ ro ute f rOIll Bo<llIle r&Dt Lek e t o N un'll m~ Luk e

Roa d . I n the mCb.ntl.m.'J, ....e r ec ei ve d a ver"J fa vouro.b l e r efll y from the

Hl g rato1'7 Bi rd and Haoitat Re se arch Lab. ",t Laur el , Ktlry l lud . 1.: .'; • .1. .

On AUe;ust 9th ...e "ent t o the fh. ts , ....here we notlc~J thtlt ~ ~ o

Huntlllt" s igns we r e set up . rle !Wool JI&ny gr ee t, blue he r -ena ena hlr.Ced

Plo't''Jrs .

On J une ~th a st r.11 !~w-iar 5-01d Car~Ja goos~ ~~ ~ ~ive c t o ~~e Van

lt ltrlr.oe rle f!l.:ll.ll.;r. It gr"w well, 1.~ a .,ar!tlct end be uut ifully f " tL t h" r .,d

creature . 'Ja a r e l ooking foNne:! to Fetting COCI;atl,Y fo r hal' .

0 0. J une 27th a vccd du eJl cue out \li t h

..:ttt:. ~....
her 9 ducklings whlch grew up to healthl

/ ) r -' '-~ ..llo - . ~ 4 ~ 41("

a c ture ducks , n ying all'!liY' i n t he ltt.st " .' .-_.. ~" , ::. .:~ ,~~~ '.~
~-~_._. . . ..,..-.~..,;....) .-

week of Au.{,U9t . Tb'!!;1 s tUl come bac k

r~l:Ular1J" f or f aedi ng.

An~the r wood du~~ rai s ed bar d du~kling9 t o ma t urity i n t he ~oni.

and 2 0')01" ..i Ke r~an3er9 and 3 Malla rdS CNlWup he re t oo .

On Au.;ust 2dtn. lie had an exeect.Ive lDee ting . "'l!1.LByrne pN!:l l ,j~d .

the B.. C. Raturalists lIant to dbide the whole province into different.

regions. Ve.ncOUTer Island is one region. On October 7th a aeeUng: on this

reg1onallsatioll v11.l be held at H&rshell Steven son' S Wlldllte San~t.ua.:7.

Just north at Quall cu= Beach. Our Club vould like to send 30De d ele&a t es to

tbis meeting.. If so-eone Is interested in going , let us know at the nex\

meetlng - or call Moll,y Byrne at 758-9Tl3, or AnnekE: Van lC erkoerle at

2.45- 25)0.

We were nry t ortunate to {;et RoOl2 108 at the Malaspi na. College a,dn

thI3 y eur f or the 4th Frl.:l.sj of ev e ry mont h. The next mee tlnc wll1 be on

Se pt ember 26th an d ou r Speaker 'oIill be ou r Ilincle [,...Hal l er i n -Dr1 rt~

! r t e r ou r t r ip t o Dawson , we'll have a -ber ry ~ork sho p· ~lth &Do

intro,luctlon t o b e r-t-Lea; A field trip about berries 101111 be ~l&mled

tb&t eve ning .

Th'! Ex~c;.Jtive ha s dec1..1e::l t o sub.lcrib e to t he ·Hature CanaJ&- .

Our membership t ees will be due in Nov~er.

Your Edit or .

KoU"' e otho hil s l;1ven so llI..u:h of

her- time t o t he club f r em th e be~lnnin~ ,

over bel' VQsI t ion aa President . We

lIould 9ur"ly aprlrec1oJ.te it if ~OID",bo JJ
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RI RDS OF PREY

(

AccIpiter!

Tb. are the real. havlr:s. The re a~ ) .pec1es aDd. t.he1r night patt ern

Peter 'fan Iterkoerle

l!o5t people v1ll 0&31lT I dent1!'1 oil bird of prey 85 & "hawk" . And

th&t Ie as far .5 thet Eot For a naturalist, however, it. 15 good to

know Ii bit. . ore . and to be ab l e to r eeol:uze at least the na10 hawk

18 -.Jcb the.... The;, baY" t&1r11 abort

rounded wings and .. l ong tail.. Thq t'l1

dtJl .. fev fa5t dnlbeats and. then a abort

glide.

.1.. a groap ther are ea!IT to i dent.1f)',

but to separate the 3 species 13 .. ~robl_

families.

Ha~a are often "difficult bi rds·, partlcu1arl1 when they &re sl t t iT.£

I n a tree and t he l1[ht is Dot Just r1 l::bt . However. when n;ylnl:; they aholf'

vi as form ISDd by this lI., are able to i dentify them - if not to avec1es,

t hen at lea st to t belr " group· ..

For our use '01" divide the bi rds of pr ey i nt o the f ol l owing broup9~

1. vultu r e SI 2 . Eagles; j , O~pn.y; 4. Acc1i'l t e r s ; 5 . But co 3i 6 . Fal coos ;

7. Bar rIers.

ManY people .1stbke our

Tu rkey Vul ture for an EII.[h .

They ha ve almo3t the 9baa size,

but sure I denti f i ca t i on 19

possi b le with the \Il r.k. of an

e:J e if you know wha t t o l ook

fo r .

horJ~ontal, vultures hold thei r

that ha s g1v80. uq nat'u&1bt. grey ba1ra Tbey are forest bird~ and. Ilnt

exp!!'rts at dartJDb around trees aod. throue:b branohes . They wUI u se the

sh.e.qy side o f your bouse tor an io-ni.::bt to s oatcb an un >l1l1"1 bird a~

rou lli cht no t alw9,)"s b. able to s ee a elear Clight pattern. The

rs Ntst one of the three is t be Gosha""' . Cooper' s end Sba.rpshinr.ed. ba.w1l; s

are often seen in our a t-ee ,

These are 8. di ffe rent b r eed , SlO\l flr and 1II0re gtmUe ha\lka . Wings are

aedium st ee \lIth r ounde-d tip.. T~e short ta.11 is an b portant point in the

identification . Th~ soa r a lot , ~arti cu1arl1 In !!'ar l1 Sprl~c &r.d after

the ne stine season . Unuer ce rt.ain lit.:ht;

they Idebt b e n staken for ea bles . Loolt

for head, ~lch i , ~borter than an ea~le 's .

Our cocmon~st But eo i 3 the red tailed hawk ,

vhol ch sho"" r~d1sb colour on top at taU

1D adults onlr.

Harriers

dogs in an oven V.. '!'b.1s can b e seen when t he b irds ere mU e s aw"y. The

TW"kq Vulture also sbow~ an un~teattf dJpPf nitht.

2.02=

1 l arge baQ:.. Sho ws e. ~trong nick I n the vine .. 1il1rJS;5 a re nry lon~ .

tor the ebort bOCV'". Light colou r frcm.

benoatb , \lith black spo t at the bend

or the wing . A fl3h-eater , 30 look t or

it around lc.ke-3 or along t he cceun sho re .

Ve haTe onl,r the Marsh Hawt in t.hl,

group tor our area . Look. fo r It in Sprtl1i;

or Fall as it m.1grates throuih thIs area.

Of/en t e rrain Is' it, Da:tural habitat ..

Maishes , ai rports, river nats, etc •• are

good s~ts to chec k .. This 1a a slenJ e r
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ba~ v1t.b. long wings and. aed1ua loD.i taU. It 15 a gracef ul. tlJ'er. It.

rUn lov cn'er the ground. \lings are held in opeD V like the Tune,'

Vult.u re. Colour or bird 1s h&ht . Tbb is an BUy hawk t o I d ent,HY.

J • ' .

?C'CK 'ORI'\ATlON OF

~~rRNBY AND PFNfIlM' ! SLANDS

W1nn1e Espltaller

In the BlDlIer, 1975 le ~ue . Ha ry Barraclough !lUbLested that I a.1i,ht.

write a bit on the ro ck ro~tlons ~een when we vl ~lted Hornby and De~

I slands la.st Kay a

It was obvious that we saw a pr ed Olll.l ne ntly sedim,=otaI7 si t uation ,

but IKlIIU~ beach es vere littered 'dth "rorelEQ" eobb le:s en d boll1ders.

These flr rll tb a re f ound 00 oost Eas t Coas t Vkr.eouTe~ I s1&nd bea Ches , I n

some eases proTl d1 ng the r-cckh cund d t h much var1E:tJ or ornam er.tal r-ock ,

..

f

They are &asters ot fl l&bt. WlDbs are long and pointed. Wl n£beat

Le s t ron s and t l1 f;ht straieht for....ard , They

ar e DOt soaring birds, tho ugh thEf wIll give

.. good dlsplll1' I n Spring . Look for thellll In /---..A.
. .__ ' I

o pen terrain, dead tree tops, tele;>hooe voles . p .; 'l. . ;.: ~

u se '.! by Spa r ro w Ha'olk s vbe re tb~ r eeJ on

In Aucust-Se?t~er-Oetober dune areas a re

g r8.3::1n0i>pers.

The ~the r Falcons are bird preda t ors and catch bi rd s on t he ~ln& .

One of t ho most fa scinating siGht s natu re has to offe r is a pereirlne

fal con chasi ng a golden plove r at unb~11 3~~~ble s~eed . hittlnt it I n t be

alr ead sl-'l rlJl l1ot dOIln to pick up the t;1lDbllng dead body before It. nit.!!

t h., Ll'"ound .

~~
'\~

lJ?

"

Generall)' sf/eaking . you m1 t:.,h t flDd r rom 76 to 91% of volcanic or1i1n . 6 to

19$ cran1t ic, 1 t o l~ oands t anos , ~hal e 5 and l es s than 1$ of qua rtzites ,

chert ~ . uril111tc~, 1 1m~3toncs . sch ists Bcd vein qua r t z , l ocludl t S some

r mi "ja ::ifler". r ne ee percent.ages Vllry i;reatly , e::;pecllt1ly nea r- rher l:l~utbs

RUch as t he Oyster-Flo ~erstone . Ro s~~all - ·dallkslte~ vol~~~: br~c :l~ , or

Char.IlImJ8 - eactber va ri ety of n owers t one, and jas;.o~r .

Haf\}" of these ha 'l'e be en l eft belrl r,d '::y t;lachrs, or tb~ ha V~ b een

depo:d ted by r e Jul tb l<.t outn ow ,treaD;S cu r i nl; tb.~ r ece:l1nf; of f our di f ferent

Gl~el al epochs . GlacSal l ee ove r r oue the vhole of our area, ~th the

po ssible ex ception of t he 8UllIm1t of J. rrow,..mith ~ The la. st (Jll'1 co nsic)

&lacb.tlon (Va sh on drift) mHY have ended a r ound 10 , 000 years agc , It has

b ..en estImated that mode rn trI'e f orests and mo de rn cl 1m!l.t e on Van couver

I s l an d eeeeee est abU shed ab out 6 ,700 to 11, 500 T ears ago, no t V8I7 l ong

~eoloLica111 speakI ng.

Generally, t he area we vi ewe d con si sts oC basins of sof t sb 61 e, sandstone

an d conr. IO£llo rate l,y1n & on a basClIIent of al t ered basi c TolCllni e rocks , altered

8edlll1~ntary ro cks &OJ 3IIIal i granodiori t e ir.s tru:51OI1 s . The altered basaltic

end en1e:!'iti c leva an d W rocla s tlc n Oli r ock s a r e known a, "!aI'lllutsec- of the

Vancouver Group ( Upller 1rl 8.831c). Mixed In and a round one fie ::!. s 'l uart z1t e ,

Che r t , a r gilli t e, greoy we ck e a.nJ s:r een sh!st, interbedde d with l b.es toees , sa.e

of ~leh are fossIliferous. •J. f ew gr&nOdi orl t e bodie~ cut. tbe bu.sent rocl:: !1

-.nd are rel a t ed to the lIlass1V'e batholiths or the Coa st Ran.t;e.
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tb" ACl1aleataJr rock ar. ot late Cretaceous a£$ a.nt1 b cluda both ...nne .

and.~e bod ... V. were ~re par'Ueularq conce rued with tbase or the

.ea.ox Baa1Jl- (a narroll belt or -.bout. 75 aU.a r~ Jar.oo5e BBI' t.o CUlpbell

R1Tor) vitb subd1rls1ons - llamby, Spry, Ceortrev aDI.1 Lb&burt f ormations

vh1cb occur OD Denaaa.n aDd 80mb,. Islands and IIb1cb ataDd liboYe aao-10't'el

be cause or the aasdye CQD,gloaerat e a or these lat.ter f onaa Uona .

On our Beach walk va were aost impres sed with t he tra.endoua Conaatlona

cont.a1r.1~ aub-ar..&ular to rounded pebble-cobble and evee -boulde r-coDl:101l1era tea,

Includlcg qua rts , ebart, volcanIc s , porpbf r les, &rani tes , sandstones , abales,

et c., with eyeD .Inor calcareoue concretioD s , all In & matrla of fIno t o medIum

CODcretionar,v 1eos as occur In these beds , Boce conta ln1cg t he we11-preGerved

&Dd ablD.1&.nt tos s il- fauna "Ihich has .lD.lI.de Hormy Island auca a well-1r:nown

collect.lIlg .r$ll for umoo1 t e an d tD.aJlj" other mollu8cs .

The l ess resl sthnt sandstones weathor Into ab~tract, curvl~~ ~c31~ns, aod

In &ome eases, 6S a t Tr I bune Bar . take tha fo~ of "lace rock s" , ro rmdnt a &ood

back Gro und tor a col l ege at seasbel ls , barnacles and - sea- weed- t r lm. In t he

pot-holee one could vI ew a Yarletr o f sea- l i fe . In 1ar~er bol~s, voola of .ater

airror the Nt above, n...8'd vlth . osses , lichen s an d beautHul /ellow a1Dul U9

guttat us .

Je vondered upon the ya rletf of granItIc boulder~ , OOl:! of whi~h VM S vert

large &Dd contdced pr.-l&ent , IDterV.-::n~t l .. t1nl: ho rlib lecJe cry:lttUs. He<lll.ven

b lOwa wbdre th~ ecae r~ but we do kno ol thot 1Il0.::lt t.l ac l nl_now f eatures re-

ee ra a 8Olltb- ea s tllard _ov. eot of ice Ie the Ceoq ;1a :iep l'"t1 SS10D DO.e or l e s9

parall~l with the f ront of the Van :ouver Island Hauntb i na. It 19 ulao thou~ht

t ha t this I ce-sheet ~ haYe been f ed by i ce movlo~ 1n more or le9.::1 the same

7
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d1reeUon acrolls the Georgi a depres sion f r om the Coast. Range . This vould

account t or JD&rV granitoid b oulders , and. other - ! oreif}!'" meks fo und on SlWe

beeebee , aeveeee , t here II!! al so evidence or I ce toIlGUIU n ailing out trca.

Vancouver Island KOWlta10S, (raD valleys 11ke the Enc l1sh1:!Le.n River , givinG

l ocal1r.ed di stribution of &rar.odl orHe-rlcb till. This lee would have b een

r . d by a mounUdn a;l aci e r bead1nt: on t he east sI de or Hount J.rr-o'olsmlth .

For more detai led and f ascinating rea dIng , r

00 tt.0 8. subj ect s , ~QDSalt MemoI r 318 , Geolo£lcal

Survey of Canada , - Surficial Ge:::llo£7' of Horne

• Lue end Park svIlle Map-Area s" by J .G..Fl1e3,

1903, aDd. G..5 . :; .. Bulletin s o, 91 . "J...:Il2Iar.Ite

rlluna ~ of t he Upper C. eta:eo:..ls Rock of

Vane. I:JlO: . by J .. L. Ushor .

Kary c~~nte ~ on t he beau t iful flow~rs on o~r Ti s1t to rlo~ I slenj

end ...a1k throub;h Hel U ...ell Park co Mo nlby I sland.. Gro\fth alon~ the ~llu;-el1ne

I s l r.fl uec.ccd by tho d ry ne aa of the salls whiCh arc often anlJ 8 f .:'" lr..~c s

of ecar-ue texturod 5011 over 'thIn marlce [ ravel ov erl.1ILG the \i.u.::.r::rb. ae r f ee

allId aud be sF.:L:Iunt sedlmenta1"1 rcek a , ThI s ;rovl J es f or spar~e un Je r b:ush and

dI"'/ ~elt-l1ke conill t lon:!l for the uoexrl l:!cted eppee t -eece of ca .:t i.
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lI\,12la r ' II da;r .

On~ day 1 went to Cape Sp ear, a roc~ headland , aost easter~ point in

"0111 e By m e

I spent the rtra to three WHka or Jult ee the A.,.a1or. Pttr.1n su l . i n

fte .rt ouc..ll.e.n:i. Sprlni: b.:1 been late in arridng, so 1 wa s lu ~ky t o ti n:!

t bat a gre&t Dl&IV "Ud no"ere were Z'\II!Jh1ng into blocm ;iurlnt: tha t period,

all wit. nessed by the lUac and patunlae blossoca1ng to~W)~. I t he cardena

or St. J ohn'. . "&f
Three maln hab! tat s were available ( ( ·V

to • •• the road.ld•• ; the bog. I and the ~1t ~
open h.adland . , wh. r ••••• hUon ' 18 kep~" ,~,~, J/\ ,",y',I , /.. ,' ~~_' _
llhorl by At.lantlc winds . It you have - ~ / --1...
lived in the East~ or the flowers

would beve been fam1l1a r to 1 0u. !lut to • • the,' were nev an d e xciting,

t hou r:b ob rlous lJ' r elated to we stern s peci es . AloDl!: t he count J1' rcede the

vqd de '18 I lft.arl7 '11th t he white flowers or ch llc lr:lC!'1 - p ea rl!J o The books

told Ill' that the,' were al so celled J uneberrl es . Se rvreecer r-re e, Shedb us he s ,

5 a rvls , liild Pea r a &o nd IndilUl. pears . Our l ocal B. C. f pec h s whi ch ha s &

header , l es9 sta r- 11k e n O'oler. 13 usualll known a s Sa.:lkatooll t Mixed in

with t hem wa s t he attraeti98 pink1-pur ple Rhodo r &. bU3h , 8 ~ild hh010dendron.

i'rovldeJ lOU kept moving, the blnckn1e3 in t ht: boe s ve r e b ":/:l.r8ble~

But 'e LU e dcvn to take a photoe raph , and t hey moved i n for a ree et , Maybe

t h&.t 15 "I'U some of IIU b est bog pictures are out of f ocua l The vi t Chlt f

plants, Provi~clal embl~, were at thei r best , wi t n corel col our e j ye th1 s

opened out . The sepals and deYel op l ng fIUl t s tftJ' un t il late I nto the 1all .

North Aa" r!ca . Hare eve ry t hing was in a1n1a t ure , c linGi ng close to the rccs a ,

Lab r ador Tea, abundant. on the edge of SVA:lI.pS, ."as here as ..,ell , lo'1th a t u rrted

d:y l aue 5, sui ting it to t his ex;>osed a rti a, and bie,~a J.l lc.k heathe r - like

nOlle rs . Tbe D8lIe is .i51.~ad1ng, f or i t 15 c~t a Ro:Jeaary , but r ela t " d, to

b lueber r ies and even to ou r Arbutu s and t:: l nr.i ckirJ. ck.

The se a re Jus t a f ew of t he hlt,;hli{.ht s , bu t. i t '018.5 a t ure e- veek f~a.,t

. o r wild rtcvee e , I ....ould b e hupW t o en sve r questions or ,iTt: ad.vl ~e abo ut

av#ilable book s ror i dentlfl ca l1 on , f or these a r e ha r d t o t ra.ck down i n

Newf oundlc.nd .

I did not realhe that I had . h s t:d the

rea.l. blossc.. Si de bt sid. wi t h the pitcher

plants was the Dragon 's tol:l1U8 oreb.1d-also

kllOvn U Arethuaa or S",aap Pink . It 11 DOL

unlike our '&117 SUpper or CIIl,y",SO d tb

e1.a1lar suture and colour. J. b1eger orchid 18 the pink La~' s Sl1pp! r '11th

• rotl)" , bal:ty poueh, abO\ll the she of liD eet'. I had read SOlIlewhere about

t..aldng a bare-foot boe of'alle, 110 I tried it and cen r opo rt t hat flquelchtne into

S..,M.;r.lllD }b:13 a n:! c r at l1l uc ry tlow.,r" in a luuluUful focil1ny, on A hot, hWlllc.l

10



IWWlCI msrlUC1: lLmlR.U.lsrs

EXD:D'l'IVE OFfICERS
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Prl&sldant

Plant Dl~ctor

Rock Director

81 :-.:1 D1r~ctorl!l

Sec n taty

Tr easurer

Edl t:) r

Mollie Byrne 753J1T1J

Jean Wl111.ms ' 754-6578

Ena Youn.: 7 54-693)

J.nneke &: Pe t er Van lerkoerle 245-2530

Gloria Knowl es 754-f.Jm

Kltt1 Larnder 754-~5~O

Peter VfLD lerkoerle 245-£5 30

There are three t".tves or m~er3bii» &vdlable In the

lanaimo District Nat~~lsts Clubl-

$5. 00 per y eb.r - F!UIl117
4 .00 per y ear - S.1 Dl:l e
2.00 per yea r - S t uJ ents &: Old

A~e Pen eronera,

All D8V ml!Clber5bJ ps end rene ...a1 s are pt ;rabl e to the
Secr.,t4.-rjl-

Gloria I{oo;ooles
1021 Helson St.
No.nalao, B. C.

An Hon:)rlll'1 fem1l1 Memb e r 3h1p hu been extendd to the
lerrld£e fami1,y.
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