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completely self sUfficient and independent.
Phil and Harry said that the Riefel Bird
Sanctuary at Ladnor has been selected
as a release point early in 1980.
Hopefully our club can arrange another trip
over and see these and many other rare birds
there this Spring. ' '

We thoroughly reccommend anyone who visits
this area to drop in and visit this very
friendly establishment.
They will be most welC~le.
To see such enthusiasm and to see ,such a
wonderful project working to replace'
a Canadian species Which almost,reached extinction
is mos t gratifying and deserves our
ut-:lost support.

-10-

, ,,

ARCHOSAURIA A NEW LOOK AT THE OLD !-~ OSAUrl

Author John C.McLoughlin
Publisher Viking Press 1979

Cost about $10 U.S .

A Book Review by David Richards
i

As mos t of you prObably know , the subject
of dinosaurs has always been a controversial
area. For years we have been taught that
dinosaurs were generally speaking, dim witted
and slow moving creatures.

Some biologists and palaeontologists
suggested ' that dinosaurs walked over cliffs
because they were so long. that messages
could not be relayed from their brains
t o their hips quic kly enough to stop their
rear legs from pUShing them over.
Other palaeontologists felt that dinosaurs
clumsily crushed their own eggs. ate their
young or permitted their eggs to be eaten
by the small mammals which then existed.

Recently however. the store of information
which has been accumulated about the di nos aurs
has pointed to a much different conclusion.

rlnosaurs instead of being an evolutionary
dead end and a flop biologically speaking.
were tremendously successful for about
100,000,000 years.
Man has been around for possibly 3.000,000 years
and has been successful for well less than
100,000 years.

Instead of 'bei n g a cold blooded cannibal
or a clumsy semi retarded creature, the
dinosauria are now believed to have moved in
well organized herds in .which they were able to
protect themselves and their young.

They are believed to have been warm blooded
and in some cases they were covered by fur
or feathers.
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Approximately 23 people ca~e on a field trip

I
Sunday novv.IB lead by Gwen and Angus

l Johnston along the Nanaimo River to theI Fish Hatchery.
The field trip began by everyone meeting

, at the Cassidy Inn at 9.30.a.m.
Ki m Goldberg lead the group to the fish hatchery
where we were introduced to Cliff Shoop.
who is the S.E.P. co ordinator Nan ai mo River.

He then took the group inside the small
structure which had been built this pa~t
summer. Inside the building which is l~ t only
by red light as ultra violet dama ge s the eggs.

Cliff Shoop stated there are approx.
30 000 chum eggs which is the initial
st~rtup on this project.

They hope to have chum fry by next spring
to release into rearing ponds and then.proceed
to use other species of salmon. inclUd~ng

steelhead.
The two rooms contained incubator boxes

in which the chum eggs are kept in darkness
with a constant flow of water, fresh water.
The hatched eggs become Alevins. In the next
two months the Alevins absorb their yolk sacs
and become small fry. Then they are released
into rearing channels.

Gwen Johns t on next led the group aLong the
pipeline to the confluence of the ,Nana~mo
River and Haslam Creek. Peter VanKerko 01e
spotted what was believed to be a gol den eagl e
gliding in the blue sky above. Along the cre ek
bed could be seen the decaying bodies of
salmon that had spawned. t heir life cycle
now completed.

(
John "icLou{jllin has gone even further 'along

these lines with his book , "Archosauria".
He has redrawn many of the old pictures to· .
reflect some of the newer ideas about dinosaur's
habits and methods of locomotion.
For example. unlike the old pictures which
show Tyrannosaurus Rex with its tail dragging
on the ground, McLoughlin has drawn its tail
sticking straight out as a structure to help
balance this animal as it ran. Probably
the most drama tic picture however is the one
which makes up the dust cover. Here McLoughlin
imar.;ines a scene where huge herbivores are .
being followed by a head of Allosaurs much l~ke

a pack of wolves will follow a herd of elk today.
The giant Brachiosauri likely had little to
fear from most predators because of their bone
crUShing bulk but the odd. careless or ill
Brachiosaurus would fall prey to the predators.
which waited nearby.

The most controversial part of McLoughlin's
book is the short section which deals with
dinosaurs todaY. McLoughlin does not believe
that birds merely evolved from the dinosaurs
• he believes birds are dinosaurs~

He says " We are forced to conclude that birds
are no more or less than dinosaurs. and that their
classification outside class Archsauria
makes no more sense than would classifying
bats outside class Mammalia because they
too can fly 'I

All in all I would highly recommend this
book. It is easy to read and the pictures are
a joy to look at. There is a good glossary at
the back for the scientific faint of heart
and the chapters seem to hang together well.
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NANAHIO RIVER HATCHERY FIELD TRIP

DAVID and ADELE ROUTLEDGE
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We then drove the short distance to Fry
Road on the north side of the Nanaimo River
where Peter Van Kerkoele noticed a Peregrine
Falcon sitting on a snag watching some
common mergansers in the river.
Peter stated that the Peregrine only catches
prey in flight . We proceeded further down
the river noticing some fishermen trying
to catch steelhead or trout. At this point
many of the group turned back except
Bob Graves, Dave and myself. We 'walked further
do~n river where we noticed some canoeists
and more fishermen having a beautiful day
enjoying one of our scenic local waterways.
A good day was had by ALL.

OBSERVE RECORD AND REPORT

Adele Routle dge

Enforcement Officers from Fisheries
and Wildlife Branch have now set up
an office wher e persons can report
violations regarding fish and wildlife laws
as wel l as pollution and littering.

This hot line is open 24 hours a day.
The number to ask the operator is

ZENITH 2235

Your Resource • . .Your Future ••• Be Concerned
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A SIMPLE BIRD HOUSE
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swal.low. wren or bluebird box.
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SWALLOW l.t" 3"
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STARLING e" 10"

KESTREL 3" 12"
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MEMBERSHIP FORM FOR THE

NANAIMO FIELD NATURLAISTS

NAME~ _

ADDRESS _

"

PHONE~ _

Check the appropriate space:

P03TAL CODE. _

Single: 57 _
Family: $10 _

Student/ Old Age Pensioner: 55 __

Contributing: $25 _

Life: $175 _

Name Tag: 51.75_....,...,._-:--
(name tag is optional, please print first and
last name clearly.)

Checks can be made payable to the Nanaimo Field

Naturalists and mailed to our treasurer,

Gwen Johnston/Box 933/Ladysmith, B.C VOR 2EO

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!!




