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JANU. .Y 1975, meeting

Allen R. Hawryzki

On Friday evening, Janual_'y z4th, the Nanelmo District hNaturelists
held their first irndoor montnly meeting of 1975 in room 104C, Malecspina
College. Attendance was excellent with the meeting room being totally
filled by the _menbership in addition to others who hed heurd of our
orgenization Bl;d expressed an interest in jolning.

& short business meeting was first held with the prime concern
being the problem of indiscriminate shooting on the Naraimo hiver Estuary.
It was decided that a joint brief with several other local énvironmentally
involved organizations would be drawn up end presentea to the hanaimo Clty
Council. .

At approximately 4:30 pm the feature speeker of the evening, Mr.
Ken Kennedy, l‘;mlerly of the Marshall Farms National Wilalife Sanctuury .
in Qualicum, presented an irformetive as well #s most entartaining talk
and slide show about various local and exotic birds of the Jorld. As
well &s spesking about the well-i_mown road-runner "beep beep™ and the
King scd Humbolts penguins of the Antarctic and Gela.ages Islends, he
showed slides featuring verious lozal specles including the trumpeter
and whistling swens, grest blue neron, double crested cormorunt, red
tailed hawk, mallard, snd tree swallow. In eddition he supplied us with
tl:e"‘a‘:g" for many of their behavioral hublts &nd structural edaptatiors
to the environment.

The second half of his talk focussed upon u favourite bird of
pary naturallsts; the owl. The various common Specles of our &res were
ciscussed in ndiition to & brief introduction to oWl physlology. Finully,
the hignlight of the evening (next to Ken, of course), took plece with Kun
showing us his own pet great horned owl. After this, I thirk the o4l |
stole the show!

Our thanks, Ken, for a most worthwhile evening. I

A VISIT WITH DOUG AND MIDGE OFFERHAUS

Gwen nnd Angus Jonnston

4 former member of the club, Doug Offernszus, has moved to avols,
which is 120 niles north of Kemloops on the Borth Thompson hiver, better
known ao the high#ay to Jasper. He and his vife have purchased a home
on 22 acres about & mile off the highway. Doug und Hidge are kept busy
with their fair-sized garden and greenhouse &nd & fes chickens. About
five mcros are cleared snd the remainder 1s in its raburul state. They
enjoy nature walks through their own property.

de spent several duys with Doug sna his wife the latter part of
September and enjoyed several drives to the ‘various nearby towns:
Clearwster, Blue Kiver, end as far ss Valemount, 40 miles north of hvela
and neuring Jasper. On the route thore were some lovely views of the
North Thompson iiiver and nesrby mountains. The leaves were beginning to
chunge colour--all of which saded to the beauty of the c::u.t:t.r,rsi.cie. We
hed & drive in doug's comper truck along the rather rougn, narrow river
road &nd finelly welked the last mile end climbed the kill as far as the
C. N. trecks, which rewarded us with some besutiful vistus of the
Thompson River end canyon.

A disastrous C. N, train wreck, in <hich two men were killed,
wken a southbound passenger train ard a northbound freight co}liaed heead-
on eight miles south of Avola, brought many locel people, includin, our-
gelves to the scene the next mornming. Grim, horrible trugedqyl Cers
were piled across the tracks in every direction, a territle scene.

Doug &nd Midge tried snowsnoeiny last winter and were interested
in identifying various &rimal tracks. This winter they Jere ylannirng on
doing cross-country skiing. They &re enjoying themselves imaensely ex-
ploring the vast North Thompson country.

Doug wants to be remembered to &1l his friends of the Club.



1974 QHR[STMAS BIRD COUNT (

n

The annual bird count was held on Dacember 23th, 1974. The weather
was cool and runged from Z0°F. at inland spota in the early morning to 3&° F.
during the late afterncon along the coast.

Much of the freshwater hod frozen during the night. This, of course,
caused a displacement of waterfowl. Large numbers of fresh@ater aucks ~ere
found on the scean. They had moved there durln-,; the night. Four members of
the Duncen Club came to help us count--shich 1s really appreciated. After
a healthy day outaocors, everyoody greatly erjoyed the get-to ether bui‘t‘st.-
dlnnef at the hoae of Marg and Dave Kerriige.

Following is the Day's bird count:-

Com. Loon, 23; Arctiz Loon, 4; fed-neckad Grebe, 17; Horned Grebe, 47; Eured
Grebe, 1; W. Grebe, 377; Plei-billed Grebe, Z; Louble-crested Comorent,124;
Brardt's Cormorant, 29; Pelagic Cormorent, 62; Great Blue fleron 40, Whistling
Swen, 4; Trumpeter Swan, 23; Canada Goose, 47; Mallard, 194; Grean-wing ed
Teal, 13; hm. Wigeon, 503; Wood Duck, d; hing-necked Duck, 33; Greater Scuup,
33; Lesser Jecuup, 30; Com. Goldenasye, 74; Barrod's Goldensye, 134; Bul‘lfle—
head, 215; Oldsquaw, €; Harleguin Duck, %43; White-winged Scoter, 8%; Surf-
Szoter, 233; Black Scoter, 135; Hooded Merganser, 10; Cam. Merpanserl);
#=d-breusted Merganser, 21; dsd-tailed Hawk, 5; Bald Eagle, 41 (15s, 114, 15u);
Marsh llewk, 1; Merlin, 3; huffed Grouse, 1; California Guail, 1; Ring-necked
Pheasant, 4; Am. Coot, 155; Black Oystercatcher, 9; Killdeer, 34; Surfoled, 140;
Black Turnstone, 145; Com. Snipe, 11; Greater Yellowlegs, Z2; Dunlin, 81;
Glauzous-4inged Gull, 3313; Hecring Gull, 2; Mew Gull, 91; Cow. Murre, 4;
¢lgeon Guillemot, 5; Marbled Murrelst, 27; rhinoceros Auklet, l; rdock Love, 32;

inna's Husmingbird, 1; Belted Kingfisher, 21; Com. Flickar (hked-sh.) Z3; Pileuted

Woodpecker, 6; Halry doodpecker, 2; Dowmy Woodpecker, 6; Gray Jay 1; Stel}-;—r'a
Jan, 23; Com. Raven, 25; Northwestern Crow, 359; Chestnut-backed Chi:.kuae'e, 145;
tushtit, 1; hed-breasted Kuthatch, 13; Brown Creepar, 7; Huus* Wren, 3; dinter
Wren 20; Besick's Wren, 11; An. Kobir, 774, Varisd Tnrush, 62;-71‘:;!n3;r.d's
Solitaire, 1; Golden-zrowned Kinglet, 163; Ruby-crowWmed Kinglet, 4; Starling,
926; House Sparrow, 13; W. Mecdovlark, 1; Red-winged Blackbird, €d; Evening
Grosbeak, 36; Purple Finch, 100; House Finch, 13; Pine Siskin, 131; Am. Bold-
finch, 7; Red Crossbill, 2; Rufous-sided Towhee, 67; Dark-eyad (Orefon) Junco,

623; dhite-crowned Sparrow, 5, Golden-crowned Sparrow, 3; Fox Sparrow, 12;

-3 -

Song Sparrow, 55; (Scen during week, but rot on tne duy) Tipper; Kaorthern
Shrike.
Found during 1972 or 1973 count, but not this year:-

Hed throated Loon; fuidy Duck, Pintalil; Goshawk; Shary-siinned iluvk,
Coopar's Hewk; Amarican Keatrel; Pera,rine Fulcon; Pl snon Gulliemot; Band-
tedled Plgeon; Shoct-oared Owl; Long-billed March Wren; Nortrern Snrike;
Brewer's Blauckbird; Pine Grosbesk; Riny-pilled Gull; Virginie aail,

Found for the first time on our 3rd count in 1974:- .

Whistling Swen; 01d Squaw; Cslifornia Quail; Surf Bira; Grester Yellowlegs;

BEhinoceros Auklet; Anna's Hummingbird; Gray Jey; House Wren; Townserd's

Soliteire; Western Meadowlark.




NATUK ".IST & HUNTER CAN
WORK 10GETHER

The shooting of a Trumpeter S4on on the Nunwdmo river estusry 4

Peter van Kerkoerle

prozpted me to write a letter to the Free Press Elitor or henulf of the
Kanaimo District Naturalists.

Action caze shortly after; whem Meyor Frurk Ney called a Council
meeting end we got an invitation to attend. In prepsretion for this

meeting the Fish and Wildlife brarch, in close co-operation with the kod

end Gun Club, SPEC, end the Kaneimo District Nuturalists, ore< up a 4 N

point plan #hich we 1l felt would be & big im.rovement in protecting tne
estuary as a migrating bird habitet. The 4 points proposed to the City
Council in regards to the estuary were:-
1. The hiring of & full-time enforcement officer during the 3 months
duck hupting season.
2. Total closure af the sres to all hunting for the remsinier of the
year. (Indians excepted)
3. Only shotguns zllowed auring secson.
L. Erection of large signs-on Makl roed, River Rowud, snd Duke point
Roed.

These 4 polnts were accepted by Councll ernd it +as hoped thet &
one-year trial period would snow 1f things were imiroving.

It was felt by Dave Kerridge and me thut by allowing hunting
during the season we vyould galn wore tham by & totsl hunting bun.

We understand that the Locel Rod end Gun Club is & club with over
450 members. This proup of p-ople has been working on meny worthwhile
projects which benefit rot only the huntea specles, but also many other
birds and mennals. Just thkink about the clesniny of the Millstrewn kiver,
or the colory of Vancouver Island marmots which was saved by the mutual
efforts of the Rod and Gun Club end our own club. At present thuy er‘; -
working to sava the Dkes property. This is a besutiful l.? acres duck
nesting area within the Vancouver city limits. Tkis :I."l a prof=ct which

" should have our full co-operation.

The old stand of mary nsturalists clubs to ban all hunting has
brought a lot of distrust and useless fiphting. On the Nenasimo river fluts
we have made a joint effort to stop the indiscriminate slaughter of wild-
1ife by & number of slobs which did a lot of damege to the good hunters'
image. If it works it will be to the ben=fit of the legal hunter, but

also very much tn the berefit of the naturalists.

HECA TE STRA IT ' Ken Cuapbell

Hecaute Gtruit 1s betw2en the northern B. C. Mainland wou the Queen
Charlotte Izlunda. To a casual observer it is a big ewpty expsnse of water.
To & commerciel fishernun, interested in the sea snd bird life of the ares,
it is teeming with life.

The sea bottom consists muinly of a shallow shelf extending over half
way to the mainlend, then dropping into deep wuter for the rezt of the wuy.
(100 feet dropping to 300 to 700 feet). It is alorg this drog-off, or "edge”
that most of the sca life I see exists. The up-welling of the 3es, caused
by the ebb end flow of the tide over this edge provides a feeding ground for
many specles. l

On the bottom ure Dungeress crub, helibut, and scle. Then pray cod
and several varieties of "fzed". These are ncedlefish, sand lence, herring,
and occasionally great schools of small shrimp 8t the surfece which muke the
water appear in pink ribbons. In some aress the dogfish 1s sbundant end are
very troublezome to fishermen. Also, fortunately, coho and spring salmon
sbound at certain times of the year on their migration from the open ocean
to the strewns where they will spawn. They llnger and feed on the varieties
mentioned above.
Especlelly the =
cohio feed vor-
aclously and
geln welght
guickly at
this feeding

time on the

fishing spots.

These

have been

nrmed by the

fishermen L

"the Horseshoe",

"the Spot",

Braniy Spot",

"Skell Ground", Venus Ground", "the Deaks", and many more. None of which you

will find numed on & chart of tne area.



ntasionally a minke whale cruiaes past, s viyg, (entle menicl of
35 leetv or o in l2n.th. They cen ome up vary close to H}e boat with-
out touching the trolling lines.

There are several varieties of jellyfish from small, clear ones,
3/3" in diameter to lerge, red ones, 13" in diameter with stinging strings
10 feet long. Also, sometimes, small Portugese Man-of-War jellyfish sbout
2}" in diameter with a sort of arid membrane on top, drift in with a stray
area of the Japanese current.

There are great numbers of diving birds that are after the "feed".
Mainly Murrelets, celled "cohoe ducks". OShezar+aters, culled "whale birds",
or "halibut birds", as they are crazy wbout halibut liver. They will Tijht
over the 'Livgrs like they are herring when fisheruen are clzaning hulibut.

hAnd +hen anchorsd at night, thgy «ill coms within s foot of Lhe boet
looking for handouts of fishguts, talking and clucking like & flock of
enickens. They are very Iriendly and often seem to atay by the boat all
night wkile I am enchored.

Flocks of Phaleropss wheel and dart to and fro, sometlmes flitticg
Just sbtove the #ater or porching on a floating ilergth of bull kelp. At
different angles a flying flock seems to appear and dizspjear as their
dark hacks blend with the s:z&, or the light breasts suddenly e.gear as
the flock turns.

There are about 3 vurieties of julls end occaslonsally an nlbatross
13 ;1iding close to the sea ~ith scarcely a flap of its long wings. "l‘he
gulls are very gcuceful in stormy weather--zcem to 1ift effortl-ssly from
the -ater as a bren-ker com2s, then settle on the sea Abu.in, always fneing
the sind. The coho :iucks carry a "spare fi-h" in thelr mouths &nd cven
when disturbed rever seem to drop it. I ul<nys wondxr if they are tdo full
to 2at the lsst neeclefish as they have trouble -etting airborne.. They can
only g¢et airborne up <ind +hen it is blo<ing,, snd bounce off the ~uve tops
with +ings beating furiously, still carrying their "lunch".

I see no cagles far off shore, but close to shore they will be

wheeling end diving over & school of "feed" that fish end diving birds are

feeaing on fron below and gulls sbove. Also, they will pick up small cod
that bloat +hile oeing hauled up on the fishing pear, which &s they have no

saleable value are thrown overtoard.

= ‘ )

The lund on both shores is thinly populated #ith Soactimes en
uninhabited harbour having 30 fishboats in &t one right erd rone -f‘or the -
rext 3 days if the weather 1s Sood and the trollars sre snchoring out on
the grounds. In the Jucen Charlottes most of the peoyle live rear Jucen
Cherlotte City #nd S;L'isgit with cmaller town? to the north at Port Clements
snd Muzsett. They were ouce well populated with Indisn tribes. Almo~t uny-
where you lend there will be signs of a villege. If it is & good spot to
lard it secas to huve been a village at one time. The only pluce that I
have s=en totems from the boat is at Skedens, about 70 miles south of
Sendapit flrport. Other places have revealed traces of old house toteams
and burled totems when you look around for them. The Queen Charlot.te:s
are a fascineting er=a cnd I haven't seen it all by a lon, w#ar. There

will elwsys be more discoveries. "

THE CHICKADEE

Piped a tiny veice
hard by,

Gay srd polite, n
aheerful cry:

"Chiz-:hisadea-iel”
Swucy note

Qut of & sourd heart

Lrnd & merry throat,

as 1f 1t ssic,

"Cood day, pood sir.

Fire «{ternoon,

Cld ,usserger!

Hepgr to meet you

in these ,luces
When Jenuery brings

n=a facezl®

Ralph Waldo Emsrsor.



A WINTER PICNIC

Mrs. G. W. Tribe, Victao 1 =

The sight of snow falling on Vancouver Islund has reninced me of &
pleasent experience far away and lqng 850, -
1t was mid-February in the Highlands of Haliburton in Onturio &nd snow
wes no novelty there. That winter it ley more than three feet deep on the
level and the ploughs had piled it heud-high ulong the highsays. The twenty-odd
=hildren in the one-room school had been playing snow grmes [ar iong enouh to o
have lost interest in them and it seemed Imperative to have something new for
Valentine Duy.
So we plarned a winter pienic. We had had plcrics during ell of the
other three seasons, but this suggestion wus et first greeted with come
skepticism. Hol; ecould we reach a ,;:I.cni;:: place in all this snow? Directly
In front of the school, &nd ecrocss the highway, stood a s.ruce forest umder
whose preat trees were shrded sisles wnd open spots knosm to all the children
in summer but now thought to be lnuczessible. However, the "ol boys™ sugrest-
ed thut they could penctrate tho:-:;’ two walls of snow, meke s puth, end, once
into the forest, build a firepluce u!‘.e;re we could have a weiner roust.
For the next tW€o days those boys bolted thelr lunch and used every
reasining moment to work on their project. Then they invited me to see what
they had Gone. There was & tunnel throigh the wall of snow on the far side
of the highway. From it led 4 deep trench as 4 path into the woods. And
there, in & syruze-cheded glaie, was e campfire rezdy laid, #ith & jood pile
of wood to ore side. hround the [irepluce were ranged loys snd bouchs to
make rests for the picnickers. ..
The morning of the fourteenth duwned clear and sparkling and the eir
of snticipation was skin to that before the Christass concert. At noony in &
bustle of donning winter wraps, snd assecbling the packages of good things,
the girls had- been prepering, we got ready for the plenic. Two of the bays
hed gone shead to light the fire; eech ssnior pupil chose & little one to
"keep en eye on" and off we went, through the tunnel and the trerch to the
fire lace where wood smoke #os rising to the blue sbove. After truapirg
around the opsn ares to admire tne errangezerts, &ll found sects. One boy

rai used his "Christasas knife"™ to prepare a peeled wand for each piccicker.

Soon each Wend bore & saussge and the glowing [ire was ringed with eager

young cooks3. = g =



Of course, the blus jays, whiskey jucks and rea polls appeured almost
at once end had to be led before we sat dosn to our lunch. There was tulk
and lsughter. Then someone started a story #hich took mary & surprising turn
as the instalments unfolded. After the second round of hot dojs, we ull lelt
like singing &nd song efter song reng out under the gquiet, snow-iruped trees.
Then there was the fun of meking cocoa in & tin psil on the glowing embers.

Just as the picric drew to a close, snowflekes begen to flutter down.
Quickly, the litter was burned, little ones took the hands of their older
friends and we started buck to the school, leaving two older boys to douse
the flre with shovelfuls of snow. It was voted a successful picnic and

certainly it became & pleasunt memory.

COOKING CORNER

Do not coves for the mouth and belly, snd so glay
beasts nnd hirds without restramt.
® 7
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NANAIMO DISTRICT NATUHALISTS
EXECUTIVE OFFLChus 1975

Chairperson David herriage 758-9727
Co-Chairperson Mollie Byrme 758-9773
Plant Director Jean Williums 754-65T78
Rock Tirector Ena Young 754-6933
Bird Tirector Peter van herkoerle 245-2530
Youth Director Kathy Uoumes 753-1470
Editoxrs f/ Anneke & Peter Vfin Kerkoerle 245-2530
W;ﬁ&n/  Mrowre Hees
/ MENBEKSHIPS

There are three types of memberships avalluble in
the Nanaimo District Naturalists:
£5,.0/year - Family
= 4.u0/yeer — bingle
2.u0/year - Students & 0ld
Age Pensioners
All new memberships and renewals are payable to
the Secretary/Treasurer: liarg Kerridge,
1397 Stephenson Pr. nd.,
hahaimo, B.l.
VYT 1he

The following is a complete list of this years paid up

membersnip:

Ed & Mary Barraclough  TS3-3577 . mrs. bthel Layer T58-7164

Pat Boulding S4-5819 kr. & krs. J. Korrison

Dr. & Mrs. N. Bourne 758-5156 krs. J. hurdoch

Ken Campbell Pnil lieaves 758-2856

¥r. I. Lenis 245-3064 voyce & woe Ovenden 245=-367T7

Mrs. Elaine Doskotch 245-3289 s bI. J. Petershofer 245-2683

Mr. & Mrs. A. Flett 39u-4331 “Br. &« hrs. L. kichards753-u3%5

Mrs. D. Gailus 758-6847 Mlne Sumsor 754=6873

Mr. & Nrs. H. Graves 39u-4750 &kr. John L. Saxer

Mrs. Irma Grew Lorothy & Fred Scofield 245-2798

Allan Hawryzki 758-9355 delen Timmins 753-8484

Mr. & Y¥rs. G.B. Helem 468-7475 Brenda & Bob Uden 753-4597

Rex & Greta Hendrie 758-7949 Mr. & hrs. H. Vaessen 245-4603

Ruth & Edward Hutton . 3Su-4786 Anneke & Peter '

¥ary & Emmie Jerome 758-5268 van Kerkoerle  245-2530
Jeun & bid Vivian 254-2856

Hr. & Nrs. A. Johnston 24%5-2344
Lawvn Ketchan 756=1.16
Mr, & Mrs. I.T.C. Larnder 79%4-252V

hiss Lottie Vollmers 753-161v
wiss bluaine wauvaell  Ti0-748S
hrs. Jean Williums T94-65T5
miss kna Young 754-6933



